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Messrs. Courtney, Pope,” Ltd., Lendon 


Storefitters 


SHAFTESBURY AVENUE, LONDON, W. 


"MESSRS FORTE’S & CO., LTD., 
Entrance to Restaurant fitted with Kinrod Rolling Grille 
Grille is operated by means of crank and bevel gear from a point within entrance lobby 

















Head Office: 
Radnor Works- Twickenham’ 


Telegrams: “Shannies Twickenham” 


Sole Manufacturers: Cashenes Gugunnnien HEA 
ARTHUR L. SON «Cop? 


Branch Offices :- Birmingham : '*4,\spine.ho** Manchester : 22,Ricetity. Glasgow : '*¢,Read, Hillington 
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We who invented it, continue to make 
the world’s finest building board. 
So, naturally, we are much more concerned 


than anybody else could possibly be to keep 


Britain where we put her—in the lead 





SUNDEALA 


HARDBOARD 
MEDIUM HARDBOARKD 
INSULATION BOARD 











Kirst n 1898—and foremost ever since 


SUNDEALA BOARD CO. LTD 


Head Office: Aldwych House, London, W.C.2 Tel: CHAncery 8159 Works: S 
Glasgow: Baltic Chambers, 50 Wellington Street, C.2 Newcastle: Northumbria H 
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“= Reflector shaped to ensure rigidity and reinforced 
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by double triangular section steel spars—an exclusive 
| . 


Ediswan feature. Also cast end plates. 


| 

ae ® 

httine > aeabie 
—_— “=  All-white finish in vitreous 


or stoved enamel on 


‘bonderised’ steel. 


with all 


**  Four-lamp or three-lamp fittings with either plain or 
slotted reflectors to provide some upward light. 
h ‘Cc 
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7% Extensive choice of special service accessories :— 


mountings for directional adjustment, heavy or light duty 


: ! 
he ‘( aN 
( b ‘ anti-vibration mountings, lamp vibration protectors, etc. 


a! . . . . , 
** Special devices to ensure safe use and simple 


maintenance of high voltage electrical equipment. 


The Edison Swan Electric Company Ltd., 155 Charing Cross Road, London, W.C.2. 
Member of the A.E.1. Group of Companies 
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Two items of particular 
interest to the Architect! 


THE 


“SANDSBURY” 


Consumer Electricity Control Unit 





Selected by the Council of Industrial Design for 
the Festival of Britain Exhibition. 


Built in conformity with B.S.1454 


\ 


60 amp. Main Switch controlling 2—5 amp. 
4—15 amp. and 2—30 amp. S.P. & N. ways, 
which can be varied. 


Cat. No. ES.816. 





Dimensions: 14}” x 5}” x 3%’. 


Weight: 64 Ibs. 





Current list price: 107/6d. each. 


oT 





EG. 613 


A new All Insulated Consumer Unit, just 
introduced for the small domestic installation. 


60 amp. D.P. Micro-break A.C. Main Switch 
controlling 2—5 amp. 2—15 amp. 2—30 amp. 
S.P. & N. circuits protected by cartridge fuses 
to BS.1361. 


Certain other combinations of ways available. 
Cat. No. EG.613. 

Dimensions : 43” x 4” x 24”. 

Weight: 1} Ibs. 


Current list price : 56/- each. 


SANDERS 


WEDNESBURY 


WM. SANDERS & CO. (WEDNESBURY) LTD., WEDNESBURY, STAFFS. 
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Dot hia fe ane EZ 


PARTITIONING 


The ideal for protmanenl ot lemywtaty Ctectwon 
































any other 
arrangement 

to suit your 
particular need 


Our new Illustrated Catalogue of Office and Industrial Equipment 


is now ready. Write for your copy 


NORWOOD STEEL EQUIPMENT (LONDON) LTD. 


44 Norwood High Street, London 5$.E.27 
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turn off 
the waterworks 


As far as everyday wear and tear is concerned, cosmetics 
have a very easy time of it compared with modern paints and finishes. The finishes of today—in their 
various applications—must take everything in their stride and come up smiling. Decorative paints and 
transport finishes must be impervious to the undermining effects of the elements. Heavy machinery finishes 
must combat the chemical hazards of their working environment. Industrial finishes for mass production 
must help to sell the product and then withstand the knocks and bruises of regular use. Wood finishes must 
enhance and preserve the beauty of well-designed furniture. That’s why there is such 
a high rate of preference for Cellon finishing products. They are as perfect as 
modern science can make them. Whatever your business—from aircraft or 
building construction, right through to the manufacture of small consumer 
goods—there’s a Cellon finish ready and waiting to give eye appeal and 


lasting protection to your product. 


A 
CERRUX DECORATIVE PAINTS =a @8 on WOR 


PRODUCT 


CELLON LIMITED - KINGSTON-ON-THAMES ¢ PHONE: KINGSTON 1234 


VS~796 
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A block of flats recently constructed 
at Hull. * Rocksil” quilts were used 
for sound insulation of the floors 


For thermal insulation of the walls 
of these “LC” type houses at Leeds, 
*Rocksil” quilts were used. 


Photograph by courtesy of Leeds 
Corporation, 
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| 


thermal 


Whither for sound or thermal insulation, or contro! 
of acoustics, ““Rocksil” provides a most efficient and economical method. It is easily fitted 
and everlasting —being rot and fungus proof, non-hygroscopic and completely fire-resisting 
“Rocksil” has a low specific heat of 0°21 B.Th.U/Ib./° F., and a “K’ value of 0.25 
B.Th.U./Sq.ft./° F/in. thickness at atmospheric temperatures. — “‘Rocksil”’ can also effect 
an improvement of impact sound transmission up to 25 phons and for acoustic insulation 
and modification has a sound absorption coefficient up to 0.96 at middle frequencies 
For full details of the uses of “Rocksil” insulating quilts and methods of application 
write to our Technical Department. 


META-MICA LTD. 50, BLOOMSBURY STREET, LONDON WCl 


Telephone: MU Seum 6363 


Subsidiary Company of William Kenyon & Sons Ltd., Dukinfield, ¢ hire 
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This close-up of a side flashing to a chimney stack 
shows the close contact with the surface of the roof 
covering, even where this is contoured, that can be 
achieved with lead sheet. Because it will stay in 
close contact, weathertightness is ensured; because 
it can be worked to shape with ease labour costs 
are kept to a minimum. 


Lead sheet, lead pipe and lead traps can be 


delivered immediately for all building work. 


The Council’s Technical Information Bureau will gladly 
help with problems on the use of Lead Sheet and Pipe mn 
building work. Details of the main uses are given in a series 
of Information Sheets and Bulletins , which can be obtained 
by applying to the Council 





LEAD TECHNICAL INFORMATION BUREAU, 90 EBURY STREET, LONDON, S.W.I TELEPHONE: SLOANE 0474 


LEAD INDUSTRIES DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL, EAGLE HOUSE, JERMYN STREET, LONDON, §.W.1 © 093:12)52 
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STEELE WORK 
for SCIENCE 


Technical education is, in this age, of 
paramount importance, and its fulfilment 
demands more and better facilities. No 
more famous centre for such education 
exists than the Manchester College of 
Technology, now being greatly extended 


to meet these needs — with Steelwork by 


W2°D 


CONSTRUCTIONAL ee 
ENGINEERS Architects: 


TO THE DESIGN OF 


Registered Office & Works: MANCHESTER, 17 Telephone: TRAfford Park 23 
London Office: 68 Victoria St.,$.W.I. Tel: Victoria 1331 2. Technical Offices: BIRMINGHAM, LOUGHBOROUGH 
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SAVE Time, Money and Materials! 


CELOTEX 
INSULATING BUILDING BOARDS WITH THE 


HIGHLIGHT Finish 





Celotex Cane Fibre Insulation Boards with the 
smooth, white Highlight finish mean all-round 
economy in time, money and materials. Highlight 
finish cuts your decorating costs, for only one coat 
of paint or distemper 1S required to produce the 
attractive, durable finish of more expensive 
applications—and no sizing or undercoating is 


necessary. That means a saving in materials, and 





a big reduction in time and labour costs, together 
with a minimum interruption to normal routine. 
Highlight finish is ideal for lining walls and 
ceilings of industrial buildings providing an 
attractive, satisfying surface that requires no further 
decoration. Remember, Highlight finish is not a 
superficial veneer, but a permanent finish of 
specially prepared paint which penetrates the surface 


of Celotex insulation boards. It is scientifically 





brushed into the board and then hot-rolled to give 
the smooth, white finish that has no equal 
throughout the world. 

Use Celotex Insulation Boards with the factory- 


applied Highlight finish—and start saving NOW! 


CELOTEX 


Made in Great Britain ! Write for samples, prices 
CELOTEX LIMITED, NORTH CIRCULAR R( JAD, and the addres 
STONEBRIDGE PARK, LONDON, N.W.10. 


TELEPHONE: ELGAR 


of your 
nearest distributors. 
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PIERMANITE SYSTEMS «.. 
CRAFTSMAN LAID 


they include:- 

Built-up Bituminous Felt Roofing 
Insulated Steel Roof Decking 
Asphalt Roofing - Flooring - Tanking 


Our Technical Staff 
re at YOUR service 
a | i“ 7 
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?* 
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PERMANITE LIMITED 


BIRMINGHAM | LONDON-HEAD OFFICE SALFORD 
220, KINGSTANDING ROAD, 22c. 455, OLD FORD ROAD, E.3. STANLEY STREET, SALFORD, 3. 


Phone: BlIRchfields 5041/2 Phone: ADVance 4477 (10 lines) Phone: BLAckfriars 9469 
6G 
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Concrete is versatile. It can be used to give beauty and 
dignity to buildings of the most utilitarian kind. By its very 
nature, it can be moulded to produce structures 

having maximum floor areas with minimum 

obstructions. These qualities, dependent on the cement 


which forms its base, have made concrete a 


symbol of economy 


f THE CEMENT MARKETING COMPANY LTD. 
rt | nt Manufacturers Ltd 


crete jon 


t, Huydralime , ete 





BRITISH CEMENT IS THE CHEAPEST IN THE WORLD 
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BOOTS THE CHEMISTS 
PLYMOUTH BRANCH 


( featured in this issue) 
Over jooo square feet of SEMASTIC DECORATIVI 
and VINYL TILES, and DECORATIVE LINOLEUM 
were supplied and laid in the library, 


corridors, offices, etc. by 


SEMTEX LID 


DUNLOP COMPANY 


Semtex House, The Broadway, Welsh Harp 
London, N.W.9 
Telephon Hendon 6543 











ANNOUNCING 
LARGE REDUCTIONS IN 


SANITARY || --Xitratwor- 
: , COMBINATION GRATE 
FITTINGS FI 


FOR LHE BOOLS PREMISES 


SUPPLILD BY 


BUXTON DAWSON 


LID. 
206-208 LONDON ROAD 
DERBY 


lel: DERBY 47441 (7 lines 








The above illustration shov 
doors which are finished 
finishes are also available 
Hearth Tiles and all Tiled 
and if 


TRIUMPH RD., BROOK AVE, SAMUEL. SMITH & SONS LTD. 
LENTON, WEMBLEY PARK, BEEHIVE FOUNDRY 


NOTTINGHAM MIDDLESEX. epay nies. $7 A 
Tel: 73051 (3 lines Tel: Arnold 6221 (4 lines) 
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OXFORD STREET, SWANSEA ARCHITECT'S DEPT., BOOTS PURE DRUG CO. LTD. 


DISTINCTIVI DESIGNS ARI ik NHANCED BY *“ WARNERSON” PURPOSE 
MADE WINDOWS MANY OUTSTANDING BUILDINGS OF NOTE, BOTH 
AT HOME AND ABROAD WILL BEAR WITNESS TO OUR’ FINE RECORD 


OF CRAFTSMANSHIP AND QUALITY. 


PATENT ROOF GLAZING LANTERN LIGHTS 
PURPOSE MADE WINDOWS IN STEEL, BRONZE AND ALUMINIUM 


S. WARNER & SON, LTD., 123/31, BRIGHTON ROAD, S. CROYDON 


Pelephone (PLands 7616 (5 lines) 
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Who is 
behindhand? 


Are you sure YOU aren't? 


How long is it since you made a thorough search on your premises for 
scrap iron and steel? Remember that wherever machines are used there will 
be scrap. 

You can make bricks without straw — but not without steel. Practically 
every building material, from cement to wooden beams, is made with the help 
of steel — iron and steel machines. And the steel-makers cannot make enough 
new steel without scrap. Is your scrap going to help”? 

Obsolete machines and equipment, redundant buildings, in fact everything 
containing iron and steel which has outlived its effective purpose — all this ts 
scrap and should be sent off to your local scrap merchant as soon as 
possible. 

Search your works for it and turn it in. You will be doing yourselves a 
great service. 

Issued for the STEEL SCRAP DRIVE by the British Iron and Stee! Federation and the 
National Federation of Scrap Iron, Steel and \letal \lerchants. 














A LOGICAL APPROACH TO 


The imaginative use of colour has been one of the most 


{ 


distinctive features of development in architectural technique 


of the last two decades. 


\ limiting factor in practice has been the absence of any 
absolute standard of colour classification and comparison. 
lt is, therefore, with genuine pleasure that we can announce 
the successful outcome of several years of applied research 


in this field. 


The Ministry of Educat dised a range of 47 colours and classified 
thes iccording t \ ystem. Our technical experts were 
rivileged to co-oper try in making this selection, which we 

produce from | 1 proved fastness. The complete range 


available in super-glo ss finishes, and a selection of colours can 


supplied in flat oil | water paint and Vydok Emulsion finish 


Ihe scope of this important development is described in 
a booklet entitled ‘* Colour with a purpose,” which also 
contains much interesting matter concerning some of the 
latest developments in colour usage. A copy, together with 

range of colour chips, will gladly be sent to any architect 


Ipon request. 


Ministry of Education has applied the name * Archrome”™ to the new 
and has included much valuable data about it in then 
' Bulletin No. 9 (Colour in School Buildings). 


DOCKER BROTHERS 


LADYWOOD + BIRMINGHAM 16 
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Quick, 
Accurate, 


Foolproof! 


vives you accurate levelling in a matter of se 
over distances from 6” to 150, with an ace 

of }” at 100’, Simple, robust and compa 
Level will go anywhere, need 

skilled operation, and will take an 


usage. Write for a leaflet, or ask your supplier 


for a demonstration, 


a 
me | 
Price only £16 complete with tripod, staff & target. 


COWLEY LEVEL DEPT.,. HILGER & WATTS LTD. 
WATTS DIVISION, 48 Addington Sq., London, S.E.5. 

















By 
Insulating 
Plaster 


virtue of its aluminium foil-backed construction, 


Paramount 
Insulating Plaster Board achieves all these objects and provides the 
additional advantage of high resistance to the spread of fire. 


3° 
Ty a 


Official tests conducted by the National Physical Laboratory with 


~ 


Aluminium Foil-backed Plaster Board (including 1” sealed air space) resulted 
in a thermal conductance figure 


C” of 0.42, which compares favourably with 
other board insulating materials used in conjunction with an air space. 


MORRIS HOUSE, 


1-5 JERMYN STREET. LONDON. S.W.! 
Telephone 


THE BRITISH PLASTER BOARD LIMITED 


NORTHERN SALES OFFICE 
BIRKENHEAD ROAD 
WALLASEY 

Bir 


Whitehall 9821 


CHESHIRE 
Te lepnh 


head 44 


@ 244/93 
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Reinforced 
concrete core 
cast in-situ 














Precast reinforced 
concrete outer shel/ 


hig st ee - 
in 3-O increments, 


driven to set 
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Driven Pile 


OT 
In-Situ. Pile? 


This question can always be settled 
by specifying WEST'S SHELL PILES 
which combine a driven outer shell with 
an in-situ cast core. 

WEST'S SHELL PILES are backed by 
the experience and research of a 
quarter of a century and possess an 
imposing record of achievement, 
reliability and versatility. 

Full technical information is con- 
tained in our latest booklet which we 
shall be pleased to send on request 


WEST’S PILING & CONSTRUCTION CO. LTD. 
Columbia House, Aldwych, London, W.C.2 
Telephone : Holborn 4108 





Gibsor CLOCKS STAND THE TEST OF TIME 


Designed for INDUSTRY AND COMMERCE, Gibson Clocks 


are correct in factories, workshops, mills, oflices or schools— 


in fact wherever time indication is required 


A Master Clock impulse system operatin inv number of 
Slave Clocks, and inde pendent of the main 
reliability. 


For those with a single office or showr 

clock will vive pertect <OrvVice and no windi 
maintenance is necessary, except to change the 4 
battery about every twelve months. 


Clocks for special purposes made up to client’s specification 


Master Clocks ~« Slave Clocks : Battery Wound Clocks 
Synchronous Clocks . Time Recorders - Job Costers 


Ilustrated Brochure available on request 


IBYORURA LY Gat Ora Dn i 


1, Matton Garden, London, £.C.1. & La Chaux-de-Fonds. 


Established 1834 


BAUME Longines HEUER) Cibam 
¢ KS 


WATCHES WATCHES TIMERS 
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The ‘Architect and Bu g New rporates the 
founded in 1854 The annu pt nd and 


Published by ILIFFE & »)N 
Telephone: WATERL 60 lines) 
Branch Offices 


Manchester: 260 Deansgate 





** Architect 
overseas, is £2 15s. Od. post paid 


0 Corporation Street 
Blackfriars 4412 (3 lines) 


10 December 1953 


NEWS 


1869, and the ‘ Building News,” 
U.S.A. and Canada $9.00 


founded in 


DORSET HOUSE, STAMFORD STREET, LONDON, S.E.! 


** ARCHITONIA, SEDIST, LONDON.” 


Telegrams 


Birmingham 
Deansgate 3595 (2 lines) ; 


King Edward House, New Street ; 
Glasgow: 26B Renfield Street 





LICENSING 


ITH the start of the licensing 

control will be eased; this announcement 

by the Minister of Works indicates that the 
raising of licence-free building limits is aimed at 
stimulating investment in productive enterprise. 
In other words, this is an attempt, even though 
perhaps rather a minor attempt, to allow somewhat 
more freedom for private-enterprise capital expendi- 
ture than has been possible since the war. 

The two main groups of persons affected by these 
decisions are the private-house builder, both private 
individual and speculative builder, and the indus- 
trialist. The latter will be able to build a new 
factory costing up to £25,000, or extend an existing 
one up to the same limit, without the necessity of a 
licence, always provided he can obtain planning 
approval for his project. This industrial easement 
for expansion is to include agricultural building ; 
it is this latter part of the new limits which will 
cause some slight raising of the eyebrows. What 
farmer, except those called by some “ gentlemen 
farmers,” many of whom are investing money from 
other sources to ease their general tax liabilities, 
will be able to afford even a proportion of the ceiling 
sums of £25,000 for rebuilding or new buildings ? 
In addition to this, we suspect there will be reminders 
that agriculture is much more of a subsidized industry 
than many others and that therefore what is “ploughed 
back” may come in part from the public purse in 
the long run. 

The private house-builder will be able automatically 
to get a licence for a house up to 1,500 square feet 
and have a fair chance of getting a larger one through, 
up to 2,500 square feet. This is very much to the 
good and will undoubtedly help many architects 


new yeal 


who, since the war, have had but little of this sort of 


LIMITS FOR 


1954 


work. If there is any sort of criticism of the new 
limits it is concerned rather with machinery than 
with principle. A house of 1,500 square feet might 
cost anything from £2,500 to £6,000, according to 
the quality of work and the number of fittings and 
so on used. It would seem, therefore, that this new 
“* freedom ”’ has a sort of means test basis in relation 
to capital expenditure rather than a strict relation to 
either the national planning of such expenditure or 
the availability of materials and labour. 

Applications, under these new proposals, for more 
than fifty houses “ at a time,” by which we assume 
is Meant upon a single site at one time, are to be 
referred by the Local Authority, with such sponsor- 
ship as they feel inclined to give, to the Regional 
Licensing Office of the Ministry of Works. This, the 
Minister says, is to ensure that such projects do not 
affect wider programmes of the Local Authority 
concerned or those of neighbouring Authorities. 
We cannot quite see, however, what is to stop the 
speculator, if he so wishes (and at present there is no 
indication that this is the case) building groups of 
say a dozen houses, each group on a different site 
within a given area, always provided he applies for 
the automatically given licences at reasonable intervals 
of time ; sufficiently spaced for example, to move his 
building tradesmen on from site to site on some 
economically pre-planned organized method. 

New procedure which should also be noted is 
that from the new year building licences for all types 
of building except housing, will be handled by, and 
should be sent to, the Regional Offices and not to the 
Ministry of Works. This presumably means that 
the issue of new licences will be determined in 
future by the availability of materials and labour 
rather than, in part, by the sponsoring of develop- 

E 
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ments by other Departments, for example, the Board 
of Trade. The only rider which the Minister has 
so far added to this, is that, if the load on the building 
industry appears likely to become excessive in any 
region, the Regional Offices will control starting 
dates and thus preserve a balance between private 
and public sides of building expansion. This seems 
to be a mixed sort of planning procedure ; for it is 
possible to visualize that where the building industry 
is not overtaxed with work it would be open for 
general industry to build a large number of small 
factories whether the produce for which they are 
intended is wanted or not. The only over-riding 
control again is planning permission for the erection 
of such buildings ; but here the control is concerned 
with relative amenities and not with national and 
regional economy and requirements. 

How will these new limits affect architecture ? 
The design, appearance, and quality of buildings ? 
In so far as they will enable more building to be done, 
they will encourage design through the extension of 
experience. There is, however, always the inherent 


danger that controls by cost, as in the new rules for 
industry and in the new maximum free limit for any 


EVENTS 


TREES IN KENSINGTON GARDENS 

A lot of Londoners, including I am told, members of 
the newly formed Kensington Society, are in various stages 
of rage, dismay and tooth sucking over the Minister of 
Works announcement that the elm trees bordering the 
Broad Walk in Kensington Gardens have been condemned 
as dangerous by experts. This being so the Minister really 
has very little option but to take them down. That is precisely 
why experts are such damnable people. If one judges all 
experts by what one knows of the subject or subjects in 
which one is supposed to be an expert oneself it is scarcely 
surprising that a lot of wrong advice is given and wrong 
decisions are taken. Put yourself in the position of a tree 
expert. If, having made your examination, you have come 
to the conclusion that x trees are about to fall down, 
y trees look dangerous, and z trees look all right, you make 
your report. Whereupon one of the z trees promptly falls 
down and kills someone. Are you popular? Not par- 
ticularly. So what do you do instead, you have a look 
round and then say “well, I really do not know but it is 
clear that some of the trees are diseased and they are all 
about the same age, therefore they are all probably diseased 
and anything may happen! ” With this useful information 
in his pocket the Minister goes and gets his axe. What 
less can anyone do who is responsible for public safety? 
In a more robust age perhaps the Minister would put up 
a notice informing all two-year-olds and their nannies that 
they could use Kensington Gardens at their own risk, and, 
as the trees fell down he would plant more—of the same 
sort. And that brings me to my second point. Sir David 
Eccles, after driving, I am told, down the Broad Walk in 
his car, monstrous fellow, has decided, again with the help 


AND 
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work up to £1,000, will tend to lower standards of 
quality and appearance, except for those few who 
would, in any case, accept the limitation as a true 
factor in design and a challenge to meet and conquer 
architecturally. There is always the urge to get the 
maximum for the money even at the cost of amenity 
and appearance and even of quality for the reduction 
of future maintenance. These are not the lines that 
professional designers welcome, they have been 
living in that atmosphere already too long. This is 
not utilitarian austerity directly imposed by the 
Government as a national necessity, but rather a 
secondhand imposition applied through the building 
owner, whose lack of capital is a factor he must 
never ignore if he wishes to remain in business. 


The Minister considers there is ample labour to 
meet the greater freedom in building ; the building 
materials producers say they are confident they can 
meet any increased demands. These are two vital 
sides of the situation which must fit together very 
intimately if the new relaxations are to be productive 
In the absence of many essential facts, we must take 
the assurances that are given and see what eventuates. 


COMMENTS 


of these experts, to replant not with elms as he most cer- 
tainly should do, but with scarlet oak, common beech, and 
light copper beech. As one who was nurtured on Arthur 
Rackham’s illustrations of Peter Pan I am horrified, and, 
what on earth will the rooks say? Why not replant with 
elms? They grow very well in London and they are cer 
tainly among our most handsome and romantic trees. When 
were the present trees planted? Not last week nor during 
the lifetime of Sir David I'll be bound. If new elms were 
planted now it would be quite a long time before they 
became diseased, and when they did there would still 
be experts and Ministers to cope with them. If the reason 
for not planting elms is consideration for posterity, then the 
situation is clearly out of hand. We are not likely to be 
thanked by people who have to live in a country without 
the elm trees. 

Please do not think that I dislike tree experts any more 
than any other kind of expert, but they do seem to be rather 
dim sometimes. For example, they are particularly fond 
of saying how unsuitable the plane tree is for planting in 
towns, on the grounds that it is a forest tree and grows too 
large. They ignore the fact that the plane does particularly 
well on London’s foul atmosphere and that in leaf and out 
it looks magnificent. Can you imagine London without 
plane trees? Can you imagine it plastered with flowering 
cherries? This, I may say, is what immediately threatens 
in Berkeley Square, where it is intended to make an under- 
ground car park so that some of the private cars now 
parked in the street can be moved to make room for others 
to park there, and then we shall all be so much better 
off. “Stands to reason,” as my taxi driver said, “the 
Government’s no good, look at all these cars, why don’t 
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THE BUTTERY, WINDSOR; architects, Gooday & Noble; 
consultant, Sir Hugh Casson. No. 50, Thames Street, 
Windsor, has been redesigned as a Buttery and a Book- 
shop, the exterior is shown above. The picture, top right, 
shows the end of the quilted snack bar stopped by a pier 
that has been papered with pages from an old book covered 
with a pattern of prints by William Nicholson. The bottom 
picture shows the other end of the snack bar and some of 
the stools from Primavera. A fish tank has been 
recessed in the wall and, on the left of the picture, a 
permanent display of plants in a flower box in the window 
can be seen. The General Contractors were Janes 


(Builders) Ltd. of Slough. 


they do something about it?” I suggested that they would 
be grateful for any ideas and was promptly written off as 
a Tory of the bluest dye. 


CROWNS FOR THE PRESIDENT 


A recent Chief of the Imperial General Staff was partial 
to telling territorial soldiers that they were “twice a 
citizen,” this comparatively inexpensive method of thank- 
ing them was not particularly well received by that long- 
suffering force which would have preferred recognition in 
some more tangible form. 

The P.R.I.B.A., as president of the A.B.S., is truly 
“twice a president.” Furthermore, he has given us the 
perfect chance to show that we appreciate his services by 
inaugurating a Christmas Crown Fund of the A.B.S. One 
oi his predecessors inaugurated a half-crown fund some 
years ago but Mr. Howard Robertson, being twice a presi- 
dent, has made it a crown. He also wants more subscrip- 
tions for the Society and in particular would welcome deeds 
of covenant to subscribe for seven years. By doing this 
your subscription is virtually doubled by the Society 
reclaiming from the Inland Revenue the tax you have paid 
on it. The President also wants more money for the 
A.B.S. Centenary Fund for building old people’s homes. 
A disgracefully small number of architects subscribe to the 
A.B.S.; I do hope that you are not among those who have 


forgotten to do so. If you are, now is the time to put your 


omission right. You may think that you hear too much of 
the A.B.S., but reflect that if every architect on the register 
paid even a modest subscription the Society would scarcely 
find it necessary to appeal at all. To those who subscribe 
already I cannot do better than repeat Mr. Robertson’s own 
words, “This year our Queen was crowned. What more 
natural therefore than the thought of asking all our well 
wishers to celebrate the occasion by giving to the A.B.S. 
a crown of their own, a Christmas Crown? ” 


LIGHT FITTINGS AT THE BUILDING CENTRE 


Once again the B.C. has put on a Christmas show of well- 
designed light fittings. This year ceiling fittings are shown 
in addition to wall brackets, standards, and table lamps. 
It is a gay and pretty exhibition, but I find, when getting 
down to it, that it is very difficult to choose modern fittings 
with which one would be prepared to live. Perhaps having 





been starved for well-designed fittings for so long, and 
having grown accustomed to using the products of virtually 
one firm we have become hyper-sensitive on the subject. 
There are now really a great many to choose from and not 
all are very expensive. 
ARCHITECTS AT THE L.C.C. 

The L.C.C. now employ 541 qualified architects as 


I 
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nema, 


The Entrance Foyer of the Gaumont 
Kettering, designed by K. W. Brookes, A.1.A.S 


against 185 in 1938. I learned this surprising fact from a 
question asked in the Council recently. My report doe 
not say whether the questioner was pleased, sorry, or merely 
satisfied. Such a question in vacuo could hardly have been 
of much value to him. I would like to know in 
how many unqualified assistants were employed by the 
Council at both dates and the comparative 


hand. 


addition 


value of work in 


THE COLONIAL OFFICE AGAIN 
I see from a newspaper report that work is to be resumed 
on the new Colonial Office opposite Westminster Abbey 





Sketch design by M. 0. W. showing re-use of the Mall Coronation Arches in a new Palm House at 
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You will remember the architectural fuss there was about 
it when the design was first published. A lot of us thought 
that the site would make an admirable open space but the 
best that could be secured was some modification to the 
building line. As far as I can remember we shall have no 
particular cause to be proud of this building, but at least 
most of us will be spared having to work in it 

I hear a rumour, and surely only a rumour, that “they” 
are anxious, now that Parliament Square has been put back 
in Mr. Grey Wornum’s very nice order again, to dump a lot 


NEWS OF THE 
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more statues in it. No sirs! Let them either be built 
into the foundations of the Colonial Office, of which many 
were, I imagine, pillars in life, or, alternatively, let them 
be erected shoulder to shoulder along the embankment to 
keep the wind off the shrubs which are to be planted in 
the strip between the two carriageways. Cheaper and better 
than either of these suggestions is that they should stay 
where they are. Where are they? 
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Storage Space 


To the Editor of A. & B.N. 

Sir,—I imagine from Mr. Gunn’s 
letter that he is not married and prob- 
ably sleeps in a small flat and lives at 
his office. How it is possible for 
married people to live without a box- 
room or loft is beyond my understand- 
ing. Mr. Gunn considers that most 
things which women expect to store 
would be best thrown away. Where, 
I ask him, is one to put suitcases? 
Even if it were an ideal place, they 
cannot go under modern beds. What 
about the play-pen, cot, and other 
appurtenances of the baby—outgrown 
—but they may be needed again? Does 
Mr. Gunn really think they are bought 
new for every addition to the family? 
Difficulty of access, temperature and a 
layer of dust are comparatively unim- 
portant for such things. It is true that 
the more storage room one has, the 
more junk one accumulates, but the 
most surprising things come in handy 
sometimes. 

Where, incidemally, would our 
museums and writers of memoirs be if 
our grandparents had had to throw 
away every non-essential? It is true 
that in modern times films and record- 
ings keep track of our way of life, but 
will these make up for the store of 
authentic letters and dresses of a 
hundred years ago? They were not 


stored then for their value, but time 
has shown them to be well worth 
keeping. 
I recommend Mr. Gunn to get him 
a wife and to have several children, 
fairly widely spaced, and then to try 
living in a three-bedroomed house with 
a couple of cupboards! 
Yours faithfully, 
KATHERINE L. SMITH. 


William Richard Lethaby 


To the Editor of A. & B.N. 
Sir,--I am_ studying the life of 
Lethaby and I should be grateful, Sir, 
if you would allow me to enquire, 
through your columns, whether any of 
your readers would kindly let me know 
if they have letters of Lethaby’s, draw- 
ings, or any other material likely to 
help in the study of him. 
Yours truly, 
BastL Warp, F.R.I.B.A. 

Lethaby Professor 
Royal College of Art. 


The Caravan Rash 


To the Editor of A. & B. N. 
Sir,—May I point out that Mr. 
Maurice Taylor in his interesting 
article published in your issue of 
October 29 refers in error to the 
National Caravan Council having en- 
gaged Mr. G. A. Jellicoe to prepare a 
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model giving a suggested layout of a 
rural recreational caravan site Mr 
Jellicoe prepared this model in 1949 on 
behalf of the Caravan Club and as a 
matter of interest the Club has since 
had produced by Mrs. S. M. Haywood, 
A.R.I.B.A., A.I.L.A., a further model 
showing a caravan holiday site layout 
(see illustration above 

May I take this opportunity to point 
out that the Caravan Club has been 
working to raise standards of caravan 
ning and to help Local Authorities in 
eliminating bad caravanning since 1938 
and it was first in the field to indicate 
certain standards which shou!d be 
applicable to all sites. These have been 
printed for many years with the Club’s 
Declaratior of Policy 

On the other hand, in suggesting “a 
recognized national set of standards” 
one must be conscious of the danger of 
applying too rigidly a given formu!a to 
the many different types of caravan site 
The Club is only anxious now, as 
it has been in the past, to support any 
steps to improve standards on caravan 
sites, but caravanning is by definition 
an essentially flexible subject and the 
more realistic approach might be the 
one that is not tied to too rigid a set of 
standards. Minimum standards can, 
perhaps, be agreed, but above that 
minimum it might be well for each 
case to be considered, by people versed 
in all practical aspects of the problem, 
on its own merits 


D. M. G. CHIDSON, 
Secretary, The Caravan Club 


too 
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Building Limits Raised 

As a prologue to the second reading 
of the Housing Repairs and Rents Bill 
—on which the Government had a 
majority of 27 on December 1—the 
Minister of Works announced before 
the two-day debate began that in the 
building licensing arrangements for 
1954 the free limit for industry and 
agriculture would be raised from the 
existing £2,000 to £25,000, and for all 
other work, including housing, from 
the present £500 to £1,000 

Secondly, Sir David Eccles stated, a 
further degree of freedom would be 
given to the private house-builder 
which would enable him, without 
detriment to the local authorities’ pro 
grammes, to play an increasing part jn 
the provision of houses for general 
needs. From January 1, local authori- 
ties would give licences automatically 
for houses up to 1,500 square feet in 
size and for not more than 50 houses 
at atime. They would also have dis- 
cretionary powers to issue licences for 
houses up to 2,500 square feet. Pro- 
posals for houses in excess of that area 
would be referred to the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government. 

Applications to build more than 50 
houses at one time would be referred 
by the local authority, with their re 
commendation, to the regional office of 
the Ministry of Housing for considera 
tion in consultation with the Ministry 
of Works, since building plans of this 
size might affect the programme to be 
carried out in an area wider than that 
of the local authority immediately con 
cerned. ‘These arrangements for pri 
vate house-building would also apply 
to Scotland 

Thirdly, as a further step towards 
simplifying licensing procedure, from 
January 1 applications for building 
licences for all classes of buildings ex 
cept housing should be sent to the 
regional licensing office of the Ministry 
of Works. If in any area the load on 
the building industry appeared likely 
to become excessive, his _ regional 
officers would operate the starting 
date procedure and thus preserve a 
balance between building work in the 
private and public sectors of the 
economy 

He amplified this in answers to a 
string of questions expressing doubts 
about the possible consequences 
There would be, he considered, ample 
labour to make this increase in free 
dom, which would make only a small 
demand on the building industry’s in- 
creasing capacity. The sponsoring 
arrangements whereby a building 
owner wanting to put up a factory 
went to the Board of Trade or the 
Ministry of Supply would cease, and 
only where there was a danger of 
severe overload would the Ministry of 
Works apply to them to know whether 
the building was of vital importance 

On the Bill itself, Mr. Macmillan, 
Minister of Housing and_ Local 
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Government, had the last word—the 
declaration to the Commons that in 
the month of October 30,000 houses 
were built in Great Britain, a record 
for any month since the war. In 
the Government’s second year, from 
November 1, 1952, to October 31, 
1953, the number of houses built 
had been 301,000. So that target 
had been reached already. 

Mr. Marples, in his speech moving 
the second reading, had examined the 
fourfold purpose of the Bill in detail. 
Of the repairs to sound houses in pri- 
vate ownership he said that no one 
knew the number involved, but he put 
it at something like 4,000,000 out of 
the 6,000,000 rent-controlled houses. 
The scheme took into account two 
proved facts about the cost of repairs : 
the assessment by the Royal Institute 
of Chartered Surveyors, confirmed by 
the Chartered Auctioneers and Estate 
Agents, that in 1939 the expenditure 
on repairs was, on the average, about 
equal to or slightly in excess of the 
relevant statutory deduction;.and the 
Girdwood Committee’s finding that in 
1953 repairs cost three times as much 
as in 1939. This was the basis on 
which the landlord must prove before 
he could claim an increase of rent that 
he had done repairs to the value of 
either three times the statutory deduc- 
tion in the previous 12 months or six 
times the value in the previous three 
year©rs 


The conversion and improvement 
proposals he justified by the results of 
the Stockton experiment, in which 
Allied Iron Founders, Ltd., had added 
bathrooms and internal lavatories, to 
tructurally sound Victorian houses, to 
the great satisfaction of the tenants. 
This work had been done under the 
1949 Act introduced by Mr. Bevan. 
Very little, however, had been done 
under that Act, because few people had 
known of the grants it authorized, and 
the conditions for the grants were too 
rigid These shortcomings were to 
be amended under the new Bill. The 
grants were to be publicized and their 
use encouraged; and the conditions 
made more flexible, so that assistance 

yuld be given up to a maximum of 
£400, or half the cost, whichever was 
the lower, and grants given for houses 
with a shorter expectation of life than 
the 30 years previously required. He 
urged local authorities themselves to 
et an example by acquiring houses 
for conversion into smaller units. 


Slum clearance work he divided into 
two categories. Local authorities 
would be required to submit pro- 
posals within 12 months of the passing 
of the Bill for dealing with unfit houses 

heduled for early clearance. In the 
second category, of eventual but de- 
ferred clearance, an interim stage was 
introduced into clearance procedure 
which would enable local authorities 
to acquire houses and patch them to 
a Standard “adequate for the time 





being.” The value of such a policy 
had been demonstrated by the Bir- 
mingham experiment, which had 
shown it to be both sensible and 
workable. 


On the administration of the new 
scheme, Mr. Marples first made the 
point, endorsed in the Reports of the 
Girdwood Committee and the work- 
ing party on the building industry, that 
the greatest factor responsible for low 
productivity was the shortage of 
materials. Experience of the past two 
years had shown that increasing the 
flow of materials had resulted in 
higher productivity—and softwood, 
the material most needed in repairs, 
had now been freed. Another point 
had been the influence in making the 
“people’s house” popular and having 
examples of it built in various places 
so that people could see what it was 
like. The same method was to be 
adopted with conversions, and early 
next year the public would be able 
to inspect actual conversion work de- 
signed and carried out by the Govern- 
ment. Slum clearance presented the 
greatest challenge of all. The build- 
ing industry need not fear working 
themselves out of a job, but they might 
price themselves out if prices rose 
much higher. The slum clearance 
proposals provided a unique oppor- 
tunity for the industry to try out a 
new organization, which might lower 
costs. He thought building could 
profit from the experience of other in- 
dustries, for example, shipbuilding, in 
which design, measuring and construc- 
tion were all combined in one team, 
part of one organization, and under 
the control of one board of directors. 
The Ministries were having talks with 
the architects’ and quantity surveyors’ 
associations and with the industry to 
see whether design and construction 
could be linked as a team in a new 
form of organization. If the experi- 
ment failed, nothing would have been 
lost. If it succeeded, they might have 
gone a long way towards solving the 
problem of high costs of rebuilding in 
city centres. It was not easy to break 
with tradition, but it was hoped that 
the good will and harmony which had 
characterized earlier approaches would 
lead to experiments being made. 


Resources and Prospects 


Sir David Eccles, Minister of Works, 
dealt with the practical aspects of 
available resources. The answer to 
the question “Who should do this 
job?” was “Everybody capable of 
lending a hand.” In the drive for new 
houses the Minister of Housing had 
demonstrated the advantage of pulling 
in all agencies, public and private, and 
he intended to follow the same prin- 
ciple in this next stage. To the other 
big question, “Are there enough 
builders and materials to make a good 
start?”, he gave an affirmative and 
confident answer. 


Continued overleaf 
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In the past two years the building 
industry had acquired a _ forward 
momentum which, if it were continued, 
would make possible good progress on 
repairs, conversion and slums. It had 
been found by experience that 
builders and makers of materials ex- 
panded their output when they were 
not working to a Whitehall target. 
The way to increase output was to 
allow some part of the building pro- 
gramme to increase as fast as it could. 
There was no better incentive for a 
builder, his foreman, or his operatives 
than continuity of work. 


Taking repairs and new construc- 
tion together, the total output of 
building and civil engineering was 
advancing at a rising rate. At constant 
prices, the annual figures were £1,400 
millions in 1951, £1,440 millions in 
1952, and a conservative estimate for 
1953 was £1,560 millions. Last year 
there were small additions of 15,000 
to the labour force, and a greater in- 
crease in productivity, as could be 
seen from the large advance in the 
use of building materials. Action had 
been taken since the Government took 
office to check the movement away 
from repairs, by successive increases 
in the free limit for work on houses. 
He denied again the charge that 
houses were being built at the expense 
of factories. 

Although the industry was more or 
less fully employed, there were good 
reasons for saying that it could take 
on the extra work. First was the in- 
crease of materials, coupled with bet- 
ter organization on the site. Competi- 
tive tendering was keener, and the 
price of materials was coming down. 
Another was that not much could be 
done until the Bill was passed, and 
after that plans would have to be pre- 
pared, and in the interval of nine 
months or more some of the civil 
engineering and building programmes 
would be beginning to tail off. 
Thirdly, new housing was running at 
the rate of 330,000 houses a year. The 
number of council houses approved 
but not started was coming down. 
That was deliberate policy. The 
Minister of Health was taking steps to 
stabilize the rate of completion at 
about 300,000 a year. In these factors 
was the margin of resources for which 
they were looking. An estimate of 
this uncommitted capacity put it in the 
order of £150 millions to £200 
millions. 


How was it to be used? Industrial 
building was to have first call. 
Nationalized industries, departmental 
programmes (such as schools) would 
be controlled by the money available. 
A number of large buildings in Lon- 
don and other blitzed cities were being 
licensed. The proposed increase in 
rents and the higher free limits just 
announced should arrest the decline in 
repairs. He did not anticipate that a 
large volume of conversions would 
come on the industry in the immediate 
future. If by the middle of next year 
the extra work on repairs and con- 
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versions was running at £3,000,000 a 
month they would be doing very well. 
But in 1955 he hoped there would be 
a great expansion—and they would be 
ready for it. Slum clearance would 
make the greatest impact on the in- 
dustry. It was an almost limitless 
programme. It was going to cost hun- 
dreds of millions, and for that reason 
it could be so managed that it would 
underpin employment in the industry 
for years to come. 

How would the industry respond to 
that promise? They might sit back 
and say that with all this work there 
was no need to bother much about 
costs, new methods, or restrictive 
practices. If that kind of complacency 
infected the industry it would have 
surrendered to the occupational 
disease of full employment. On the 
other hand, the industry might say, 
“This is the kind of security we never 
had before the war. We accept this 
challenge, and this opportunity to 
look to our organization, to introduce 
new techniques, and to hold nothing 
back in our effort to rehouse our fellow 
citizens.” The success of the Bill 
would depend very largely on which 


Bristol 


F carried out, the latest proposals of 

the Bristol Diocesan Reorganization 
Committee will be of considerable im- 
portance, both ecclesiastically and for 
those who are interested in the archi- 
tecture and furnishing of the churches 
of, our cities whose origin and im- 
portance goes back to the Middle Ages. 

The scheme now put forward to the 
Church Commissioners is mainly con- 
cerned with the area of ancient Bristol 
which lies to the North of Bristol 
Bridge; the churches of St. Mary Red- 
cliffe and St. Thomas of Canterbury, 
which lie South of it, are not affected 
and their destruction or closure is not 
proposed. Of the churches, or ruins 
of churches, that do lie within the area 
now under discussion, two ruins and 
one badly shattered church are marked 
down for demolition (with the sale of 
their sites to provide money for church 
work in new housing areas on the edge 
of Bristol), two others are due to have 
bombed naves demolished, with thei 
important towers remaining as archi- 
tectural monuments, while the scheme 
allows for the closure, but not for the 
demolition, of two intact churches and 
the crypt of St. Nicholas’ by Bristol 
Bridge. Two churches in the central 
area of the old city (St. Stephen’s and 
St. John’s) are to be retained for wor- 
ship; in the Middle Ages the same area 
was served by eleven. As time has 
been allowed for objections from the 
parishes concerned, and as the scheme 
has then to pass the Church Commis- 
sioners and other formalities, it cannot 
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of the two the building in- 


dustry gave 


answers 


Coronation Arches at Kew 

The idea of using the Coronation 
arches from the Mall in the Palm 
House at Kew Gardens has been taken 
a stage further. Sir David Eccles told 
the Commons on December 3 that the 
Palm House, which was completed in 
1848, had reached the end of it life 
and must be reconstructed, and the 
possibility of incorporating the arches 
in the new Palm House had been in- 
vestigated. Research and tests had 
been carried discover ‘the 
strength and suitability of the ar 
for the purpose. As a result, 
had been evolved which 
the arches might be used. They would 
support the structure external 
only aluminium would be used inside 
the house, thus eliminating 
and the consequent 
growing plants 


out to 
hes 
i design 
showed how 
ly, but 
painting 
disturbance of 
Preparatory design 
work was being started. A final de 
cision about proceeding with the 
scheme would be taken when more 
detailed drawings and estimates of cost 
had been prepared 


Churches 


as yet be assumed for certain either 
that all the proposed demolitions or 
closures will actually occur, or that the 
unbombed remains of St. Nicholas’ 
and the Temple churches will in fact 
be preserved. What I now do is to 
recount the actual suggestions made by 
the 


mittee 


Diocesan Reorganization Com 
and to indicate some of the 
implications of the scheme in the field 
of architecture and its attendant arts 
A. Proposed demolitions 

1. The ruins of St. Peter’s. This is 
a church of very old foundation, pet 
haps the Bristol, though 
others near the old city’s central cross 
roads still 
The western tower may 
Norman 
ruins 
with 
some 


oldest in 
may be of older origin 
contain some 
masonry, the 
fairly Perpendicular, 
nineteenth-century re 
important 
monuments, th¢ 
the church was 


but in general 


are good 
toration 
seventeenth-century 
damaged when 
gutted, 
boarded over and should, if in reason- 


able 
other 


ugh 


have been 


condition, be 
church 

2. The tower of St. Maryleport 
This is of the fifteenth century, not as 


ROC id as 


removed to some 


some of those in 


this 


country 
rich 
and charm, and with its 
turret 


churches in unusually 
but of merit 
S.E 
do several 
Bristol area 


which 


irea, 


stair rising 1n a spirelet as 
turrets in the 

The body of the church, 
gutted in the raids, has 
already been pulled down; it was also 


Perpendicular and had some very fine 


other stair 


was 
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late ¢ 
which 


venteenth-century woodwol! 
ilso perished 

3. St. Augustine’s the Less (near th 
Cathedral Though of late thirteent 
century foundation, this is a good 
Perpendicular church with fine arcade 
no clerestory, and remains of intere¢ 
ing early eighteenth-century plaste! 
work over its chancel. If demolished 
architectural 


t will be a considerable 
OSS It is not to be used 


i 
l igain for 
shattered dD 


It has an unusually 


worship and was badly 
blast in the raids 
good collection of mural monument 
important both 

the historical standpoint; they includ 


artistically and from 


one to the son of David Loggan the 
famous engraver of Oxford and Cam 
bridge. The demolition of the chu 
is probably inevitable, but the mura 
should be. taken down, cleaned, 
put in Smirke’s church of St. Georg 
Brandon Hill; they could there b 
very important enrichment of a s« 
what bare Grecian interior 


B Proposed closures. 


l All Saints’ 
town < 


This is a medizval 
hurch of exceptional importan 
ind interest The western half of th 
Norman, and the eastern half 
good and graceful Perpendi 
lar. The chancel is also of the fifteenth 
century, very heavily restored The 
it the N.E. corner of the nay 
is of the early eighteenth century, but 
with a cupola with Corinthian pillaret 
which was rebuilt in 1807. Here, t 
the church is very rich in monument 
the most important being that to the 
famous Bristol philanthropist Edwat 
Colston who died in 1721 rhe Ioni 
architectural setting is by Gibbs and 
appears in his “ Book of 
Architecture.” The very fine reclining 
effigy is by Rysbrack, and the 
ment was 


nave 15S 


l very 


tower, 


the design 


monu 
erected in situ by the Bristol 
ulptor Sidnell in 1728-9. On 
hope that even if closed for wor nif 
thi hurch will remain accessible t 


mason 


Christ Church A 
church tood on this site, but th 
present building, of 1787-91, is cla 

and one of the most beautiful Georgiar 
town 


mediz\ 


churches in the provinces. Th 
steepk has stylistic links both witl 
Wren’s work and with Gibbs’ design 

but the body of the church, by th 
Bristol architect William Paty and 
much like Great Badminton church 
ilso, in all probability, by tl 

same hand, very clearly reflects th 
influence of Gibbs as radiated by | 

accepted design for St. Martin in tl 

Field Ihe church has no sid 

leries, and its slender pillars and 

domes are of very special grace 


which 1 


beauty It is now being redecora 
nd here, as in other cases, closure 
leaves a problem of upkeep and 
vision 


Photo: Reece Winstone 
Leaning Tower of the 
Temple Church 

Che crypt of St. Nicholas’. This 

pt is a very good one of the late 
enth or very early fifteenth cen- 
with 
nned in two parallel aisles. 


bosses and 
Like 
John’s 
rch, it Owes its existence to the fact 
the church itself was raised up 

old city wall. Vaulted crypts 

common underneath English 

il parish churches, and this one 
Since 
nbing of the church above 1t, 


vaulted and 


ontemporary one of St. 


in architectural rarity. 


has been used for worship 
»w houses some of Edney’s 
1t Baroque ironwork which 
ved after the bombing. An im- 
int seventeenth-century monument 
is that of John Whitson the founder of 
Bristol’s Red Maids School. 
The subject of St. Nicholas’ crypt 
ds us t 


Proposed partial demolitions. 
he ruined body of St. Nicholas’ 
h. This was rebuilt in the 1760s 
he local architect Bridges, being 
ipleted as an important piece of 
Gothic with a fine rococo 
ter ceiling by members of the local 

of stuccatori 


rian 


The ceiling was 
destroyed by bombing, but 
the church, with interest- 
in Georgian Perpendicu- 
It is proposed to pull 
while a building for some 
se may be erected on top 
erved crypt. The tower and 

er 200 feet high in all and an 
important piece of Georgian 
work, are The 
of the authorities 


sull standing. 
¢ hurch 


r their retention, but without 
burdened with the financial 


Ing 
of it This 
it if the tower is to be pre- 


maintenance 
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served some other body, for example 
the City Corporation, the Ministry of 
Works, or created 
organization, will have to be respons- 
ible for its maintenance. 

The same considerations that hold 
good for the tower and spire of St 
Nicholas’ also apply to: 

2. The leaning tower of the Temple 
Church. The nave and chancel of this 
church, consisting in the main of late 
fourteenth and early fifteenth century 
work, was gutted and its shell sull 
stands. The were in some 
cases lost, in others salved or preserved 
intact 


some — specially 


fittings 


They included some fine Queen 
Anne panelling (lost), some particu- 
larly fine Edney ironwork, a medieval 
bronze candelabrum, and a font of 
about 1700 (preserved and 
other churches 


now in 
The proposal is that 
the church should not be rebuilt, but 
that its site should be laid out as a 
garden in an area to be redeveloped 
in the main for storage and industrial 
purposes, The tower would be spared, 
its Maintenance not being a liability on 
the diocese. ‘This tower, in itself a 
very fine one of the Somerset Perpen- 
dicular school, is of national fame and 
importance as being the nearest North 
European equivalent to Pisa; its 
preservation is undoubtedly 
the most important single architectural 
item implicit in the scheme of the 
Diocesan Committee 

The future preservation of the 
towers of St. Nicholas’ and the Temple 
is an important part of a wider prob 
lem, limited perhaps to a few bombed 
and also medixval cities like York, 
Norwich, and Bristol, but none the 
less of very real consequence. The 
seventeenth-century Gothic tower of 
Charles Church, Plymouth, is a parallel 
case to St. Nicholas’, Bristol. If local 
Councils and private organizations 
cannot help with the preservation of 
such 


assured 


ecclesiastical remains which, 
though no longer to be used for wor- 
ship, are yet of great artistic note, then 
there would seem to be a strong case 
for a small addition to the number of 
ancient monuments under the care of 
the Minister of Works. So far as the 
general problem of such churches is 
concerned, one can only sympathize 
with the church authorities who are 
bound, in such a situation as the one 
in Bristol, to find themselves under 
simultaneous critical fire from several 
directions. Their position would, of 
course, have been still more invidious 
had more churches survived unbombed 
in an area, like the central portion of 
Bristol, where the resident population 
is now very small. They may think 
themselves lucky that some of their 
“rationalization” was done for them 
by Hitler’s bombs 

BRIAN a i co ae oR 
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MULTVI-eSTOREY GARAGE. DUSSELDORF 
RRENWITE CT : PAUL SCHNEIDER-ESLEBEN 























General view at night 











Stair to Hostel 


5 pRawinas of this four-storey garage were 
published in A. & B.N. 5.2.53., and the 
photographs of the completed job confirm the good 


impression made by the perspective. The architect 
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The Garage from South East 


View from Garage looking towards Hostel 


has achieved  satriking building while expressing 
the construction in an easy manner. The ramps of 
1 in 7 are suspended by steel hangers from canti- 
levered projections of the roof-beams. They have 


(Continued on poge 716 





The Hostel Block 
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Four views of the Hostel 
DUSSELDORE 


Bar and Restaurant 


“LTVi-eSTOREY GARAGE, 
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Two views of the suspended ramp up to parking levels 


a landing on each parking level and are heated to 
prevent ice forming. The maximum light for the 
parking areas has been obtained. Floors are of 
pre-stressed concrete. Ihe annexe block is a 
hostel with restaurant and bar, changing rooms 
and lavatories It is constructed of steel and 
supported on cantilevers on piers housing the 


plumbing ducts. 
Section 


MULTI-STOREY 
GARAGE, 


DUSSELDORFE 


View from the North East 





t ARCHITECT and Buildin; 


7 


.! 


NEW BUILDING AT 


BUILDINGS FOR BOOTS 


ad 


cc. St. ©. OARES, ABS .A., CH 


New Building at Oxford Street, Swansea 


A PART of Boots 


gramme has the 
destroyed in our principal war blitzed cities 


Messrs. post-war building pro- 


rebuilding of the shops 


Of these, 


been 


Swansea was the first to be started, and although forming 
nop 
Ihe site when handed 


ground level b 


is built on 


part of the new Town plan, the new 
ground occupied by its predecessor 


over was reasonably clear at ut a great 


neces the 
filled 


This excavation was later us« 


deal of mass excavation was ary to remove 


bombed rubble which still the ments of the 


old shop a basement, 


for heating, electrical generating, receiving 


and dispatch and an overflow sales area 
The 


concrete unit floors and stairs, the wh 


whole structure is steel-fram with precast 


} 


101 eing clothed 


in honey-coloured brickwork on all exposed faces above 


Tne | : y wc | 
ements , amr ee A 
- _ 


OXFORD STREET, SWANSEA 


PURE 


Swansea 


DRUG CO. 
and Plymouth 


IEF ARCHITECT, BOOTS PURE DRUG CO. 


the canopy and with specially reconstructed stone as 
a cladding beneath canopy level. All windows are square 
and of the same size, being enclosed in a projecting 
precast concrete frame, cast in one piece. 

The new shop occupies the whole site, with sales 
areas on the ground floor and half the first floor, together 
with a convertible basement, used as extra sales area at 
Easter and Christmas. At these peak periods one island 
counter at ground floor level is removed (together with 
to reveal a double flight of 
tubular 


a section of floor beneath 
the handrails 
dropped into prepared slots and the infilling 
is made with yellow sail canvas fixed to the handrail 
by gold cords. 
The remaining half of the first floor and the second 


The 


Stairs to basement. Section 


are then 


floor is given over to stockrooms. stockroom 


nued on page 720 
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Now Building for Boots 


Pure Drug Co... Swansea 
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EGG-CRATE LOUVRE 
CEILING OVER COLD 
CATHODE TUBING 















































EAST ELEVATION 





CHRBRARY,. OREORO STREET 


doors are designed to slide out of sight behind the 
stockroom fittings. 
The third floor is occupied entirely by the staff 


lounges, tea rooms, rest room, cloakrooms and 
lavatories for female staff plus a classroom used for staff 
training. The windows to this floor are continuous, 
with a continuous stretch of sunblinds in striped canvas, 
broken only by 10in_ special brick mullions and, 
beneath these windows, runs a continuous in sifu cast 
concrete flower-box, lined with asphalt with copper 
weepholes and served every 20ft by a watering nozzle. 

Ceilings to the sales areas are suspended, and have 7ft 
diameter inverted light bowls of fibrous plaster. The 
ceiling and frieze to the main shop are finished in deep 
purple stippled paint with pale amber light bowls. 
Columns down to counter level are finished in metallic 
bronze gold and the floor is of unpolished travertine. 
Travertine, black-filled and polished, has been used as 
wall finish to all entrances and the main staircase. 
Primrose yellow doverite handrails on bronze brackets 
are used on the main staircase. 

The shopfront is of drawn bronze finished in metallic 
ice blue. Window enclosures are of polished sycamore. 
Shopfittings throughout were faced with straight grained 
Australian walnut, and the interiors of the glass wall-cases 
are finished in polished sycamore. 

Some attention was given to the nautical atmosphere 
of Swansea in the general decor which is topped by a 
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SWANSEA 


full-rigged mast, complete with signal flags to denote 


** Boots Corner” in the International Code. Full use 


was made of these flags during the recent Royal Visit 
to Wales to signal loyal greetings—a gesture not unnoticed 


by the Duke of Edinburgh. 


NEW BUILDING at OXFORD STREET, SWANSEA for 
BOOTS PURE DRUG COMPANY, LTD, 


ARCHITECT Cc. Sk « AKE M.BE F.RAIBA 
QUANTITY SURVEYORS 
SHOPFITTING BOOTS 
GENERAL CONTRACTORS STAVERTON (Builde LT TOTNE DEVON 


GLEE F NOTTINGHAM 


EPARTMENT 


SHOPFITTING 


Armour Plate Doors: Pilkington Bros. Concrete Floorin; Chi 
Trussed Concrete Steel Co., Ltd. Fibrous Plaster: W. J. Wilson 
& Son. Flagstaffs and External Decor.: Piggott Bros. & Co 
Ltd. Floors: Marley Tile Co., Ltd. (Composition); Buxton 
Dawson, Ltd. (Stewartile); Flooring & Wall Contractor Ltd 
(Cork); Mosaic & Terrazzo (Newport), Co., Ltd. (Terrazzo 
Generators: J. & H. McLaren, Ltd Goods Escalator: Her 
bert Morris, Ltd. Heating: Foster & Pearson, Ltd. Ironmon 
gery: Lewis & Grundy, Ltd. Lighting : Hartley Electromotives, 
Ltd. Light Fittings: The General Electric Co., Ltd. Metal 
Windows: S. Warner & Son, Ltd Neon Lighting: Franco 
British Electrical Co., Ltd. Paint: The Eagle Paint Co., Ltd 
Passenger Lift: Waygood-Otis, Ltd Reconstructed Stone 
Costain Concrete Co., Ltd. Sanitary Ware: H. R. Paul & Son, 
Lid. Service Lift: W. J. Furse & Co., Ltd. Sprinkler System 
Independent Sprinklers, Ltd. Steelwork : Redpath Brown & Co 
Ltd. Sunblinds: J. Taylor (Syston), Ltd. Suspended Ceilings 
Steel Bracketing & Lathing, Ltd. Travertine Flooring: J. & H 
Patteson, Ltd. Vents Ducting: Swansea Sheet Metal Engineers 


Ltd. 


a 
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DRAWING BY I. V. MITCHELL, A.R.I.B.A 





New Building 
for Boots Pure 
Drug Co.. at 
2, New George St... 


Plymouth 


EAST ELEVATION = 


MAIN ENTRANCE AT 


HE second main project of Boots’ post-war building 
gohan was at Plymouth. Having experienced 
difficulty in obtaining steel for Swansea it was decided 
to construct this shop in a reinforced concrete monolithi 
structure. 

The site was a cleared bomb site, very n 
position of the destroyed shop. Very little rut 
encountered and most of the excavation was 
subsoil of shillet with an almost vertical strata 

In this instance the external finish of the bul 
to be in Portland Stone (in accordance with the requir¢ 
ments of the City Authorities) and the height and projec 
tion of the cornice and canopy were as directed by th¢ 
same authority 

The general layout of the shop is similar in all 1 
to the layout used at Swansea ; an addition being 
however in the provision of a passenger lift for 
conveyance to the first floor sales area and library 

Internal finishes were carried out in a similar mar 
filled unpolished travertine being used 
of the main shop with filled polished travertine to entrance: 
and main stair. A Drake’s Drum motif and part 


Drake’s crest are incised and gilded in the travertine 


of the main entrance lobby, whilst the Golden Hind is 


represented in coloured rubber on the floor of the passen 
ger lift. 
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THIRO FLOOR PLAN 

















SECOND FLOOR PLAN 


The suspended ceiling is finished in  navy-blue, 
stippled paint with fibrous plaster saucer domes finished 
in pale yellow. 

Merchandise signs in reflected light are spaced regularly 
over the wall-cases, the latter are illuminated in vertical 
and horizontal diffused fluorescent tubing. 

The library fittings are illuminated by horizontal 
fluorescent tubing. The tables, chairs and fittings were 
constructed by Boots own shopfitting department. 
Pendant light fittings in the library are by the 
Merchant Adventurers Company, whilst the ceiling fittings 
in the adjoining art department were designed by Mr. C 
St. C. Oakes and constructed by the G.E.C. Library 
walls, carpeting and curtains are finished pale blue and 
the octagonal divan is upholstered in pale blue hide. 
Ceilings are finished in Etruscon red stippled paint. 

The shopfront is of Grawn bronze finished in metallic 


Continued on page 725 
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Armour Plate Door 1 Bros Electric Wiring 
Devon Electrical & General rv Ltd. Fibrous: Plaster 

W. J. Wilson & Son Piggott Bros. & Co., Ltd 
Floors: Semtex, Ltd. (( ( The Granwood Flooring 


CREST. EBS F 
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DRAKE'S DRUM INCISED IN TRAVERTINE 


VIEW SHOWING OVERHEAD 
LIGHTING 


ice blue with the window enclosure sprayed in off-white. 


Underside of canopy and flower boxes are finished in 
lemon yellow flat paint. The internal shopfittings 
throughout are in figured ash and the interior of the 


glass cases sprayed an off-white matt finish. 


MAIN ENTRANCE. 


Co., Ltd. (Granwood); The Mosaic Co., Ltd. (Terrazzo). Goods 
Escalator: Herbert Morris, Ltd. Goods Lift and Dispensary 
Service Lift: W. J. Furse & Co., Ltd. Heating : Foster & Pear- 
son, Ltd. Ironmongery : Lewis & Grundy, Ltd. Light Fittings : 
The Merchant Adventurers of London, Ltd.; The General Elec 

tric Co., Ltd. Metal Windows : Williams & Williams, Ltd. Neon 
Lighting : Claude General Neon Lights, Ltd.; Franco British 
Electrical Co., Ltd. Paint: Walpamur Co., Ltd. Passenger Lift : 
Waygood-Otis, Ltd. Reinforced Concrete: The Trussed Con- 
crete Steel Co., Ltd. Sanitary Ware: Buxton Dawson, Ltd 
Sprinkler System : Independent Sprinklers, Ltd. Stone Facings : 
The Bath & Portland Stone Firms, Ltd. Sunblinds: J. Taylor 
(Syston), Ltd. Suspended Ceilings : Steel Bracketing & Lathing, 
Ltd. Travertine Fioors and Linings: J. & H. Patteson, Ltd. 
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Interim 


Report 


HE Interim Report’ is divided into 

two parts. Part I summarizes the 
facts and the problem, and gives recom- 
mendations for immediate action. Part 
II is a more detailed and more technical 
survey of the problem of air pollution. 
The field of enquiry is indicated and 
existing measures of amelioration or of 
control are described. 

The causes and remedies of pollu- 
tion by smoke are known, say the 
Committee. The problem is one of 
practicability and economics, and of the 
education of the whole community. 
“Complete cure for both solid and 
gaseous pollution, if indeed it be ever 
attainable, is bound to take many years, 
but means of averting at least the worst 
evils of air pollution by smoke and grit 
are within practicable reach. It is 
simply a question of balancing the cost 
and inconvenience of enforcing a more 
efficient and scientific use of our fuels 
against all the advantages to be ob- 
tained in health, convenience and 
economy from a clear atmosphere. 
This problem, with all that is involved 
in a real attack on the menace of air 
pollution, is one which must be faced.” 

On the material side, it is Known that 
vast damage to metals and building 
materials results from the corrosive 
sulphur acids, formed from the sulphur 
in fuels. The total cost to the com- 
munity may be more than £100 mil- 
lions a year, apart from the cost of 
wasted fuel which smoke represents. 

Both medical opinion and chemical 
investigation indicate that the dele- 
terious effects of the oxides of sulphur, 
formed by combustion, are greatly 
enhanced by the presence of smoke 
particles, formed by incomplete com- 
bustion, and the Committee conclude 
therefore that the first objective should 
be to prevent the emission of coal 
smoke and oil smoke, and of grit. 

The home fire is named as the big- 
gest smoke producer. 

Of the total of 2,100,000 tons of 
smoke emitted in 1952, nearly one half 
came from domestic chimneys, about 
the same quantity from industry, in- 
cluding public utility undertakings and 
road transport, and the remainder from 
coal fired, locomotives and_ other 
sources. But these proportions will 
vary considerably according to the sea- 
son and whether a district is primarily 
industrial or residential, and it has been 
estimated that in the London “ smog” 
of last December up to 60 per cent of 
the smoke was due to domestic fires. 

“It follows that a first, immediate 
and stubborn obstacle to the reduction 
of smoke is the preference of the 
majority of people for traditional 
methods of heating. The need for 
education and training in these matters 
is urgent and vital.” 

There are about 12 million old- 
fashioned grates, very few of which use 
smokeless fuel. About 4. million 


* Interim Report of the Committee on Air Pollution, 
Cmd. No. 9011 H.M.S.O. Price 1/6 


on 
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Air 


Pollution 


improved domestic heating appliances 
have been delivered to the home mar- 
ket since 1947. The Committee believe 
that increased use of these improved 
appliances and the provision of smoke- 
less fuels are the best means at present 
of reducing smoke from domestic 
chimneys. 


Smokeless Zones 


The principle of smokeless zones is 
widely regarded as a simple and easy 
solution of the “smog” problem, say 
the Committee. But its rapid exten- 
sion in this country is subject to prac 
tical limitations. To have any material 
effect, the zones must be large, or they 
will receive smoke from surrounding 
areas, and it pre-supposes that every 
building will be equipped with the 
right kind of appliances and that suffi- 
cient smokeless fuels will be available 
Whilst supplies of the latter are limited 
their allocation only to smokeless zones 
would be at the expense of other areas 
This suggests that any extension of 
smokeless zones, if they are to have the 
best results, should be carefully 
planned according to the needs of 
different areas. 

The Committee say they are investi- 
gating the practicability and economics 
of the extensive development of smoke 
less zones. 

Other points from the report in- 
clude : — 

Because of cost and availability it is 
unlikely that gas and electricity can 
displace solid fuel in meeting the major 
part of the main heating load in winter 

Fire doors which eliminate smoke 
have been devised by the Fuel Research 
Station, but only a small proportion of 
the 40,000-50,000 hand-fired boilers in 
the country have been fitted with them 

Washing flue gases from large boiler 
plants to remove sulphur dioxide is not 
easy and is expensive. The Committee 
propose to hear evidence on processes 
for the removal of sulphur dioxide 
from chimney gases. 

The Committee is to consider 
whether the present legal powers to 
control smoke emission could be more 
effectively used, and whether they need 
strengthening. 


Transfers, Exchanges 
and Rents 


A copy of the report has been sent 
to all housing local authorities in Eng 
land and Wales. A covering circular 
says, “ The report has been approved 
by the Central Housing Advisory 
Committee, and the Minister concurs 
in its recommendations. He com 
mends it to the close consideration of 
the council.” 


Re por y 


* “ Transfers, Exchanges and Rents,”’ Fourth Report 
of the Housing Management Sub-committee of 
the Central Housing Advisory Committee, put 
lished H.M. Stationery Office, price 1/9d. net 


The terms of reference given to the 
ub-committee in October 1952, 
were 

mn X examine local authorities’ 
existing practice and experience with 
regard to (a) the exchange of tenancies 
and (b) the fixing and review of rents 
and the granting of rent 
respect of their houses and flats; to 
consider in the light of the results of 
that examination what more 
done towards sec 


rebates in 


ould be 
uring the best use of 
existing housing accommodation 
whether in local authority owne! hip 
or otherwise ind to make recom 
mendations.’ 

The Committee say that they grew 
more and more aware not only of the 
importance of building new houses, 
but also of making the best use of the 
12 million houses already built in Eng 
land ind Wales, 


needless obstacles 


and of removing 
which may impede 
people from getting houses which suit 
them—*“ thereby helping to thaw and 
shift the people who now 
are frozen wrong accommoda 
tion.” 

An active policy of transfer 
one council house to another) and ex 
changes (between council tenants and 
tenants of private landlords) can 
three valuable result spare 
accommodation will not be wasted, 
people will be more contentedly 
housed, and local authorities will be 
more certain what sizes of council 
houses are needed 

Other recommendation 


countless 
into 


from 


achieve 


are 

When planning 
authorities should 
of different and types, so that 
tenants may not have to move from 
familiar surroundings when they need 
a home of another siz« 

Local should consider 
maintaining a list of people who want 
to exchange making it available 
for inspection, to help famili to 


hanges for 


new estates, local 
include dwellings 


sizes 


4uthoritues 
and 
arrange ex themselv« 

Local authorities are 
wide publicity to their scheme 


changes, and to consider how 
employ improvement and conversi 
grants under the Housing Act, 1949 

On counci rents, the report 


who have not 


on 


house 
councils 
ilready done so to consider omplete 
review of their post-1919 rents, so that 


urges ill 


ch dwelling may be fairl 
related to it 
amenities 

The report discusse 
rent 
charge 
present in operation whi 


igned to relate the rent 


the rent of « 


1Z¢ location ind 


ferent types ol 
additional earner! 


f 


¢ pacity Ol 

committee 
“ Differential rent schem«¢ 
most intere method fo 
housing subsidies to the full 
They ir¢ 
authorities of 


tng 
tage being operat 
different 

and the 
local oppositi 
I ided 


political outlooks, 
that any initial 
generally 


soon away 
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Dunlop Rubber Flooring 
installed in a branch of 
one of the country’s leading Banks 


FOR DECORATIVE FLOORS OF DIGNITY AND DURABILITY 


The Semtex Comprehensive Flooring Service also includes 

SEMASTIC DECORATIVE TILES 
SEMTEX VINYL TILES - DESIGNED LINOLEUM 
CORK TILES - FLEXIMER JOINTLESS FLOORING 


Installed by 


SEMTEX LID comerenensive 


{ Dunlop Company 


FLOORING SERVICE 


SEMTEX HOUSE-THI BRUADWAY WELSH HARP. LONDON Fe Pe HENDON 6543 
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many 
architects prefer 
“2N”~ types 
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the height remai 
Increased fr 


and more daylight, the rar 


THE CRITTALL MANUFACTURING CO. LTD, BRAINTREE 
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BAR COUNTER, PUBLIC HOUSE AT STEVENAGE 
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Report of a National Conference” on the 
Financial Problems of Town 


and Country Planning 


Organized by the frown and Country Planning Association 


A PLUMSTEAD. Ce Rs Ms a eB 


developers. Moreover, ment, encroachment upon open spaces, 
was already heavily of good agricultural land and of the 
green belt would recur. The repeal 
Walker-Smith, M.P., was not justified. It had been, in effect, 
discussion on Lord an agreed solution between all parties, 
considered the collec- and quoted from the Coalition White 
tterment as impracticable Paper, June, 1944, to show this. It 
nsidered it was not wholly — had not been meant, necessarily, to be 
inyway, as it was already the last word, and reducing, for ex 
ff” by rates, income tax ample, the 100 per cent Development 
1 duties Charge to 80 per cent could surely 
xplained the White Paper have met criticism, as indeed deferring 
8699 iS an unscrambling payment from the £300 millions of 
It abolished the Develop-non-high-priority claims could have 
irge and returned develop- prevented the feared inflation. Because 
i to the landowner, it was the licensing system and restric- 
further attempts at collect- — tions on capital expenditure (which still 
ind allowed compensa- persists) and not the Development 
or restrictive consents Charge that discouraged owners to sell, 

umount of the admitted its repeal was premature 
£305 millions to those Cheap, short-sighted decisions which 
cost more in the long run were antici 
1 to overcome in- pated by Mr. Heap and others be- 
spondency as tow led stopping those having no in- cause the limiting of “full market 


advanced and was mor ! to develop from cashing in on value ”’* to those with an “ admitted 
| 
909 


( 


Act « ‘ int of the “admitted claim ” claim” encourages purchases of other 
rreeted i ning “good neighbourli- land not so effected. It may lead to 
lso affects the validity of bad planning in which local authorities 
claim. After all, the are forced on to cheaper land like that 
insion proposals showed adjoining railway sidings and gas 
neighbourliness” and works for housing. 
public interest were not “For the White Paper,” said Lord 
| \ ame thing. The same Silkin, “to entrust decisions to one 
or long-terin plann ntage persisted as in the 1947 body (the local authority) and to 
its enormous -congest \ct of a probable need for compulsory another (the central authority), pay 
eldom put down to 1 on behalf of private de- ment of the bill was fundamentally un 
planning the landowner hinders sound.” Such an arrangement can only 
refusing to sell when lead to pressure upon the local plan 
rued development value ning authority clouding its judgment 
1947. and arbitrarily reducing the number of 
idered as useless the refusals of applications, while the 
the powers of com Ministry would certainly be influenced 
e when the financial by the financial implications on appeals 
local authorities were in- perhaps by the £100 millions as a ceil 
meet, in central areas, even ing which the Parliamentary Secretary 
value (with the maxi- mentioned in December, 1952, as the 
llowed on the loan charges probable total amount of compensation 
y SO per cent), quite apart payable under the White Paper 
idded burden of the “ad Mr. Derek Walker-Smith seemed to 
Alderman Body (Hull be the only one who regarded the 
i £38,000 loss per acre on idded commitments of the “ admitted 
nstruction account as the claim” as a not-too-heavy burden for 
lity This, to him, local authorities, but agreed it would 
ith knell of planning create two markets in land—the free 
ll, M.P., in opening the — and the controlled one—and to avoid 
Mr. Heap’s paper, said it, he said, would require complicated 
compensation would be © legislation 
years to come, whereas Sir Howard Roberts followed Mr. 
though administering Ancurin Bevan and overwhelmed the 
* got it over quickly in conference with a paper full of ideas 
payment. He thought and problems connected with London 
iy the Development planning: the fact that 40 per cent of 
he “sweat of the de the L.C.C.’s employment is concen- 
the period of test trated in central London, yet only 5 


l 
t 


ipported these conten 
d that ribbon develop- 
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per cent of its ‘population can live 
there, illustrated the problem _ of 
journeys to work; 13,000 road accidents 
occur every year, traffic delays wasted 
millions of pounds; “smog” loses sun- 
shine and fresh air and wastes £5 
millions a year in damage to buildings; 
1,500 acres of industry spoil the 
character and amenities of many resi- 
dential districts; 50 per cent of the 
population live in boroughs containing 
only one-sixth of available open space, 
slum clearance requires the demolition 
of 39,000 houses in the next 20 years 
alone—all typified prevailing problems. 
Yet “the utmost that can be provided 
in houses requires the displacement of 
over 300,000 people to new and “ ex- 
panded” towns- 

To accept as vital that population 
and industry must be moved together 
means accepting acquisitions at the 
rate of £100,000 per acre and to move 
the industries required to support the 
300,000 population overspill would 
entail spending more than = £50 
millions. 

The tolerances in which the 1947 
Act permitted existing industries to 
dispose of their premises to others and 
to extend up to 10 per cent without 
involving control could — seriously 
counter successful decentralization. 
They might lead to an overall increase 
in congestion at the end of 20 years. 

He posed an alternative to the 
Barlow Report remedy for a new 
authority to co-ordinate decentraliza- 
tion with one for a joint committee of 
representatives of the ministries and 
local authorities concerned, based, 
perhaps, on the lines of the Man Power 
Committee and assisted perhaps by 
similar regional bodies. 

Dame Evelyn Sharp, in opening the 
discussion, said the problems men- 
tioned would need much study, and 
thought the Ministry might survey the 
extent of industrial premises vacated 
by planning decisions to see what had 
happened to them. 

The success, in their original pur- 
pose, of the new and “expanded” 
towns as contributing to the decen- 
tralizing of London was questioned by 
me. New accommodation in these 
towns was being allocated to families 
and industries vacating premises 
scattered all over London according to 
priorities of the housing lists and 
Board of ‘Trade policies which were 
not related to clearing the redevelop- 
ment of central areas. Yet demolition 
and replacement with lower-density 
housing or open spaces was the only 
real way of reducing London’s 
population. 

Mr. F. J. Osborn concluded the Con- 
ference with a spirited attack on the 
wasteful housing subsidies which en- 
couraged the building of flats when 
two-storey houses with gardens are so 
much cheaper. For 10,000 dwellings 
built in multi-storey flats on £10- 
£12,000 land costs £13! millions 
more than 10,000 normal houses in 
new and “expanded” towns. No one 
disputed this among the distinguished 
gathering of experts! 
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R.C.A. Dinner and Dance 


HE twenty-first anniversary of the 

Reinforced Concrete Association 
was celebrated at the Dorchester Hotel 
last week with a dinner and dance at 
which members of the Association 
entertained official guests and other 
friends. The Rt. Hon. A. J. Lennox- 
Boyd, M.P., Minister of Transport and 
Civil Aviation, proposed the toast of the 
Association. In his speech Mr 
Lennox-Boyd hinted that it would not 
be long before he would deal with the 
question of a new road programme 
This toast was replied to by the Presi- 
dent of the Reinforced Concrete Asso 
ciation, Mr. H. G. Cousins, B.Sc., 
M.I1.C.E., M.I.Struct.E. In his speech 
Mr. Cousins referred to the increased 
use of concrete shown by the consump- 
tion of reinforcement, which in 1952 
was 50 per cent above that of the peak 
period of 1938. “If we add to this,” 
he said, “the considerable volume of 
work for which prestressed concrete is 
used it can be seen that the growth 
of the reinforced concrete industry has 
been large indeed.” The President 
mentioned that the Association had re- 
cently urged the City and Guilds 
Institute to add courses of instruction 
in Concrete Technology and to hold 
examinations with a view to training 
foremen and others in supervisory 
grades. Much valuable educational 
work, he said, had been carried out by 
the Cement and Concrete Association 
Over 2,000 Architects, Engineers, Fore- 
men and others had passed through 
their training courses on various aspects 
of concrete technology, at Wexham 
Springs. 

The Vice-President of the Reinforced 
Concrete Association, Mr. C. H. §S 
Howkins, O.B.E., T.D., proposed the 
toast of the Guests. This was replied 
to by Mr. C. H. Aslin, C.BE., 
F.R.I.B.A., a Vice-President of the 
Royal Institute of British Architects, 
and by Sir Richard Coppock, C.B.E., 
General Secretary of the National 
Federation of Building Trade Opera- 
tives. The Band of the Royal 
Engineers played light music during the 
excellent dinner and for dancing after- 
wards. 


b 


Ardux Wood Floor Tile: 
Exhibition. 


Quantity Surveying in 
Denmark 


A delegation from th By 
Beregningsinstitut (The In 
Measurements and Estimates for the 
Building Trade) of Copenhagen, ha 
recently visited London The Insti 
tute, in co-operation with the appro 
priate Danish government agency, had 

invesugating for time the 
possibility of introducing quantity sur- 
veying practice into Denmark 
British lines The visit wa 
sored by the Danish Governme 

Through the Quantity Surveyors’ 
Committee of The Royal Institution of 
Chartered Surveyors irrangements 
were made for the delegation to meet 
a number of leading quantity sur- 
veyors, to inspect professional offices, 
to see the work in progress on a large 
building scheme in London and to visit 
the estimating department of a large 
firm of contractors chosen by the Lon 
don Master Builders’ Association 

The visit may be of interest to the 
British building industry. as it appears 
that Denmark is not entirely satisfied 
with the system which there prevail 


ol 


gyeriet 
f 


titute ol 


been som 


tendering for building work 
basis of 


on the 
drawings and specifications 


N.F.B.T.E. Presidential 
Nominations 


Mr. G. W Bath 
Somerset, has been nominated by the 
Council of the National I 
Building Trades Employers 
dent of the Federation in 1954. Other 
presidential nominations by the Council 
ire Senior Vice-President, Mr 
Harvey G. Frost, O.B.E Bury St 
Edmunds Junior Vice-Presidents 
Mr. Nigel Hannen (London) and Mr 
L. A. Walden (Henley-on-Thame 


Grosvenor, of 


deration of 
to be Presi- 


Housing Progress, October 


The number of permanent house 
completed in Great Britain during 
October was 30,031 compared with 
23,291 in October, 1952 

In the first ten months of 1953 
255,894 permanent houses were com 
pleted comparéd with 194,384 in tl 
same period of 1952 


shown by Aero Research Ltd. at the Building 
Timber veneer on resin-bonded sand base. 
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After 
H°* hard i 
pressions 


ind Build» \ 10 December 


the Exhibition 


t 1S to record one’s im flat as 6 deg. in districts near the sea 
soon after visiting any where there are high winds blowing 
Buildit Exhibition One damp mist which seems to be the 

hom xtremely footsore and penetrating form of dampness. 
ilizing that instead of the ere seemed to be a very great in- 
visit it should have » in the displays of venetian blinds 
three days to permit a which I assume to be merely a change 
nt studying and evaluation of ishion. Personally I pulled out my 
many things one has seen. My installation after nine months use 
impression is that this year it is this form of blind proved too diffi- 
ery good exhibition and so ver ult to keep clean in a dirt-laden town 
irger than before that it ne« itmosphere, in spite of the improved 
Personally I spen materials from which they were con- 
long looking at the plant and tructed in what was, I believe, an 

nery exhibits as they are so fa ittempt to aid the housewife. 

ng even if one will never direct A conversation on the “ Unique” 
hem Balance Company’s stand leads me to 
I collected a great quantity of litera believe that of the less costly types of 
ture, much of which is poorly presented window for use in areas subjected to 
because it gives a great deal of usel vindy and damp conditions the double- 
information and often omits to give i hung sash window is still proving to 
ise form what one really want more effective than the casement 
Owing to the very varying siz window his confirms a view I have 
iterature I lost some from thx yng held which resulted from visits to 
tion and much of what I gathered the West and to Scotland. I was par- 
ready reached the waste] t ly interested in the adoption of 
iS it does not fit my filing sy balances to chalk boards for 
I wish those who spend money chools and for the sliding sashes of 
ide literature would use cupboards for laboratories to 

es, as a number of us have mad place the normal cords and weights. 
ements to store for ref 1c I had a special reason to examine 
of these dimensions. In fact vith care the various exhibits of kitchen 
t think it would be an unreason fitments. It seems that the effort to 
quirement if the exhibition man hide everything in the kitchen in cup- 
' nt insisted that all exhibitors oards is being carried to absurd limits; 
contorm to not more than two sizes for this seems particularly true when one 
literature to be distributed at the exhi und plate racks installed behind doors 
bitior for the benefit of VISILOI is I am sure the idea adds greatly to 
convenience he risk of breakage of china. Another 
As to the displays themselves, the it connected with these fitments is 
struck me as being, on _ the frequency with which refrigerators 
better than those at the two previou below the “working top 
exhibitions because they were | ight” so that constant stooping to 
lavish and tended to call attentior reach the storage is inevitable, Incident- 
better to the goods offered by th illy, no seems to have solved 
manufacturers. There were, nonethe properly the problem of inserting a 
number of exhibits which left th oker in a range of fittings in a 
r wondering what joints between cookers 
tured. Of all the exhibits ] ind other fitments which do not retain, 
it Messrs. Carters display was th cleanable position, liquids which 
use it depended for its effec boil over” are useless as the house- 
entirely on the ife cannot be expected to pull out the 
1 was Offering. I agree it is very oker once a week or so to remove 
for some firms to make ai accumulated dirt which quickly har- 
exhibit of their products but bours undesirable livestock. To over- 
mplicity without difficulty it may be that 
hments would often assist hould not be planned as an in- 

to make more rapid assessm irt of a range of fitments 

roducts on the stands It number of stands offering 
but I found some tripping for doors and win- 
which did not claim the benefi 1OW eems to indicate that house- 
architect’s skill brought their holde ire becoming more aware of 
to the visitor’s notice mor raughts and the fuel caused 
It seems also to show that 
windows and doors, to- 
their frames, have not 
this respect in recent 
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in the 
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irticies previous 1ssu lesign ol 
i with 
and drawn atten mproved in 
new developments, 

mere personal mem thinking of 
which interested m irprised to 
was much attracted to the Fural r On! nt of the 
and wall covering system as it ng types but the increased dis- 
to na overcome the main sou | of the better types 1s now much 
sheet covering failures by the elimina more noticeable. Terrible designs in 
through the sheeting tile irrounds are, however, still with 
be interested to know 


; . es aall 
in t is really 


paper 


fuel, I was very 
ee that there still remain 
old-fashioned uneconomic 
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tion of holes 


should 


efficient at pitch i t is, in such an exhibition, good to 
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note that many of the well-established 
products remain, as presumbably sales 
justify the expenditure and not only 
new developments are _ stressed 
Natural stone and good facing bricks 
were well shown although concrete 
roof tles seemed to be more promi- 
nent than their clay counterparts. The 
number of firms exhibiting wood block 
floors seems to point to the fact that 
as yet timber is the most popular 
flooring material in spite of the very 
great increase in the use of plastics 
and rubber. 

The very large Prestressed Concrete 
Group’s combined display was ex- 
tremely interesting and I am _ sure 
served a very useful educational pur- 
pose as one normally cannot see the 
various systems side by side. 

The most interesting development 
in the whole Exhibition was to my 
mind the bricks made by combining 
pulverized fuel ash with clay; this 
development was shown on_ the 
D.S.1.R. stand but for some unknown 
reason it was hidden behind the main 
display. Uses for this waste product 
have long been sought by the major 
fuel users and at last there seems at 
least one more useful way for dispos- 
ing of part of it. The bricks seem to 
have no disadvantages over normal 
clay bricks and a number of advan- 
tages. This development should have 
been given much more prominence 
than some of the other D.S.I.R. sub- 
jects, such as colours in schools which 
is a matter of very restricted applica- 
tion, or the tower crane story. 

The other official stands, those of 
the Ministries of Housing and Works, 
seemed to be over-elaborate and 
detailed so that, in consequence, they 
failed to attract very many of the 
visitors. I asked several people, whom 
I knew, their impressions of these 
stands and they all said the Ministry 
of Housing stand had nothing new to 
say as it only retold the story which 
those whose duty it is to study the 
Housing Manual already know well, 
while the reactions to the Ministry of 
Works stand was that the subject 
matter needed more digestion than the 
time permitted during an exhibition 
visit. 

As final remarks I would like to 
plead with the Exhibition Manage- 
ment to provide two mid-week days 
or at least half days, when admittance 
of students under 18 is barred, as their 
presence, although very desirable, is 
apt to be a disturbance to those 
endeavouring to conduct serious en- 
quiries or business with exhibitors. I 
would like also to sce more grouping 
together of like products as an aid to 
comparison. ‘Trade groups, as those 
for prestressed concrete and prefabri- 
cated houses, avoid the need to spend 
much time and energy passing stands, 
of products in which one has no 
interest whatsoever, in order to reach 
other exhibits which are really what 
one wants to see 
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SERVICES 
ELECTRICAL ACCESSORIES 
BS 33 


A new water-tight switch has been introduced recent y by 
Electric Lamps & Supplies, Led., 38 39, Upper Thames Street 
Suitable for outdoor use in exposed positions, this switct 
constructed in a cast-iron case and has a rotary actio 
mechanism that is fused. Guaranteed water tight, sealing is 
by the bayonet cap cover being provided with a moulded 
gasket A special interlocking arrangement prevents the 


removed when the switch is in the "ON positior 


The switch costs, without fuses, 48 6 and is exportable 


SOPLEDDEEEECUSPEODEDTEOOTEDEOEEDAD ACEO DS PED DOO OE TOO REDEA THREE ES OUOEEOEODEO EATEN EINE 


SERVICES 
WATER SUPPLY 
B4 18 


Sumo Pumps, Ltd., 28, St. James's Square 
have produced a | 3rd h.p. electric submersible 
pump that is claimed to be, at £38, the least 
pump of its type on the market. The capacity 
pump ranges from 400 gallons hour at a head 
to 100 gallons hour at 100ft. Installation costs 
a minimum, tt weighs 32 lb and may be lowe 
position by hand; the pump does not need 
nor need it be placed vertically if the wate 
is shallow 


The pump bearings are water lubricated a 
is installed below the surface of the water 
is unaffected by frosts A special cont 
supplhed at £5 10s 
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FINISHES 
LIGHT FITTINGS 
BI 74 


The Mazda Eyeba 
Spotlight fitting by Brit 
Thomson-Houston Cx Lt 
Crown House 
W.C.2, has beer j 
for the purpose of reces 
the 75-warct Spotlight 
false ceiling Amor 
characteristics are 
of installation an« 
an-e and ease of 3 
on any axis wit 
vertical 
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FINISHES 
PAINTS & PRESERVATIVE 
D8/2 


Rentokil, Led., 23, Bedford 
W.C.1, have produced the 
Injector for the treatment o 
worm infested timber in the 
Intended for smaller piec 
furniture, there is a pressure 
suitable for larger timbers 
and so on. There are three 
Rentokil timber fluid, A, B 
A is non-staining and is inter 
furniture, etc B is 
larger scale work, and (¢ 
polished work where food is st 
or quick-drying properties 
required 


The junior injector is a flexible 
bottle that can be squeezed to force 
out the fluid, the nozzle is rubbe 
tipped to insure the fluid enters the 
»ore-hole without waste 
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CHAIRS 


OF SUPERIOR QUALITY 


CH 4P Chairs for Canteens, 

4 Bnush Restaurants, Halls, 

oe Personal attention given to 
irder 


Mealing Bros. Ltd. | 


Avenue Chair Works, 
West End Road, 
High Wycombe. 





Telephone: Wycombe 499 














ENGERT & ROLFE LTD 
FELT ROOFING 
CONTRACTORS 


LONDON E14 Ri) 


EASt 1441 


NEW FLOORS for OLD 


Floors of all Types 
Repaired and Renewed 


FLOOR RENOVATIONS Ltd 


36 LAURISTON RD., E.9. Phone: AMH 6471-2 | 
Sandpapering machines for hire | 


LIGHTNING CONDUCTORS 


J. W. GRAY & SON LTD. 
13, CASTLE ST., SALISBURY 
Telephone : SALISBURY 2750 


CHURCH SPIRE RESTORERS 


Jena Brey» using 
TRUE FLUE 


STACK CONSTRUCTION 
TRUE FLUE LTD 


CONVECTOR HOUSE ACACIA ROAD 
sT JOHNS WOOD LONDON N WwW 6 





“EXCAVATION SPECIALISTS” 
COMPLETE RANGE 
OF EARTH MOVING TACKLE 


*CAUDLE” 

OF 
LAND GEAR 
co., LTD.. 
BIRMINGHAM 26 

STECHFORD 3011 Two Line 





CONTRACT 
° NEWS ° 


OPEN 
BUILDING 


BASINGSTOKE B.C. a) 12 
dwellings b) Borough Archi 
“M Ini P il Buildings c) 2gns e 

Dec. 28 . . 
BOL RNEMOUTH B.C. (a) Additional 
lassroom accommodation at (1) Stourfield 
School; (2) East Howe. Boys’ and Girls’ 
School and (3) Winton and Moordown 
4 


single 


Oswald Road b) Borough 
tect, Town Hall c) 2gns. each 

Jan. ll 
CORNWALL C.C. (a) Secondary mixed 
lreswithian, Camborne. b 
yunty Architect, County Hall, Truro 
10gn q Dec. 14. (e) Jan. 28 


1001 it 


CORNW ALL c.C. a 1) 4 houses and 
arages at Helston; (2) alterations and 
iditions to Redruth Police Station b 
Architect, County Hall, Truro 
gns. for (1), 2gns. for (2 d) Dec 
Jan 8 
( ot MBERL AND C.C. (a) Pair of fire- 
I noi s, Dalston Depot b) County 
Architect, “15, Portland Square, Carlisle 
Dec. 2] 
DE NBIG HSHIRE Cc i. a) (1) 5-class 
" primary school at Abergele; (2) 
6-cla infants’ primary school at Cefn 
Mawr, near Wrexham. (b) County Archi 
Grove Park, Wrexham c) Sgns 
nder. (d) Dec. 19 ) Jan. 11 


DURHAM C.C. (a) County school at 
Roseberry Road, Billingham North, and 
ptations to Windleston Hall Special 
ntial School. (b) County Architect, 
ine d) Dec. 18 
DI RHAM C .C, (a) Erection of additional 
ymmodation at schools as follows: 1 
ym, Chester-le-Street Grammar; 
aor cloakroom, Red _ Rose 
hester-le-Street; 1 classroom, 
Colliery County; practical 
daptations, Lyons Modern, 
ence laboratories, Houghton 
Grammar; biology laboratory, 
am Grammar; 1 classroom by 
King James I Grammar, 
ickland; adaptations, County 
rls’ and Infants’, Hetton-le 
laptations, New Herrington 
1001; adaptations, Shiney Row 
County Architect, Court 
we 18 
. ASTBOL RNE B.C. (a) Primary school, 
y Village Estate. (b) Borough Sur 
4 Saffr I Road ( 2gns, 
jue payal to C ouncil. (d) Dec. 18 
Ja 29 
I AST RIDING Ck... i New classrooms, 
llary uldings, at Hornsea, Nor 
{i Langton County Primary Schools 
inty Architect, County Hall, Bever 
£2 e) De 18 
FARINGDON R.C. (a 
| i Council’s Surveyor, 
Oft Market Place c 2gns e 


Ja 


26 flats, Pitts 
Council 


GATESHEAD B.C. (a) Public conveni 

inct of Elysium Lane and 

B ham Road Borougl. Surveyor, 

M pal Offices, Swinburne Street, 8 
Jan 15 


address it is the same as the locality 
given in the heading, (c) deposit, (d) 
last date for application, (e) last date 
and time for submission of tenders. Full 
details of contracts marked y& are 


given in the advertisement section. 








WINDOW BOXES 


Fabricated in 
Asbestos Cement Sheeting 


List of details and sizes on application 


DALTON, BALLARD & Co. Ltd. 
Fleet Place, Upper Park Rd., London, N.W.3 


Tel.: Primrose 5854 


Specialists in 
Hand Marbied and Grained Finishes 
WALL LININGS, 
BATH PANELS, SPLASH BACKS 


14, Kings Place, Buckhurst Hill, Essex. Buc. 652! 





ASPHALT 


WORK 


To ALL OSS 


COVERITE 
(ASPHALTERS) LTO 
PALACE GATES STN. 22 Bowes Pork TK 





ENGERT & ROLFE LTD. 
COPPERTRINDA 


The Best Dampcourse yet produced 


he). lele]. Mar | EASt 1441 


376-380 EUSTON ROAD LONDON HME Phone £5. 25 


LIFTS 


by MORRIS 


Herbert Morris Ltd. 


Loughborough 





Engineering branches in London, Glasgow 
Manchester, Birmingham, Leeds, Sheffield 
Newcastle, Cardiff, Bristol, Dundee, Liver- 
pool, Nottingham Bury St. Edmunds Belfast 
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GATESHEAD B.C. (a) Alterations and 
additions to Fountain View Old People’s 
Home. (b) Messrs. Spence and Price, 26, 
St. Mary’s Place, Newcastle-on-Tyne, 1. 
c) 3gns. (e) Jan. 2 

*GILLINGHAM B.C. (a) 124 

lings, T'wystall/Beechings Estate. 
Borough Engineer, Municipal Buildings. 
c) S5gns cheque payable to Corporation, 
(e) Jan. 15. See page ???. 
HAMPSHIRE C.C. (a) Police house with 
office at Barton-on-Sea, near Lymington. 
(b) County Architect, The Castle, Win- 
chester. (c) lgn. (d) Dec. 16. 
HARWICH B.C. (a) 4-storey block of 
12 flats, Cliff Road, Dovercourt. (b) 
Borough Architect, Town Hall. (c) 2gns. 
(e) Jan. 7 

LANCASHIRE C.C. (a) (1) Pair of 
houses and (2) workshop and garage, at 
Fire Brigade Headquarters, Broughton, 
Preston; alterations, Nelson Fire Station; 
erecuon of one-bay fire station at Conis 
ton. (b) County Architect, County Hall, 
Preston. (c) £2 for each job. (d) Dec. 14. 
LEEDS REGIONAL HOSPITAL 
BOARD. (a) Adaptations at Cardigan 
Hospital, Carr Gate, Wakefield. (b) Archi- 
tect to the Board, Park Parade, Harrogate. 
c) 2gns. (d) Dec. 16. (e) Jan. 6. 
LONDON—WANDSWORTH B.C. (a) 
51 flats in 3- and 5S-storey blocks, 48 
houses and 10 dwellings for elderly 
people, West Hill Housing Scheme, Put- 
ney, S.W.15. (b) Town Clerk, Municipal 
Buildings, S.W.18. (d) Dec. 23. 
MAIDSTONE B.C. (a) Alterations and 
additions to Borough Surveyor’s Dept., 
Palace Avenue. (b) Borough Surveyor, 
Palace Avenue. (e) Dec. 21. 
MANCHESTER C.C, (a) 269 houses on 
Langley Estate, Middleton, near Man- 
chester. (b) Director of Housing, Town 
Hall, 2. (c) 3gns. (e) Dec. 23. 

* *. _ 
MONTGOMERYSHIRE E.C. (a) 
Modern and technical school, Newtown. 
(b) Education Offices, Newtown. (c) Sgns. 
(d) Dec. 12. (e) Jan. 4. 
NORTH RIDING C.C. (a) County 
junior school at Thornaby, near Middles- 
brough. (b) County Architect, County 
Hall, Northallerton. (¢) Jan. 2. 


PADSTOW U.C. (a) 8 houses at 
Lodenek Avenue. (b) Mr. Vyvyan Salis- 
bury, 88, Molesworth Street, Wadebridge. 
(c) 2gns. (e) Dec. 21. 

ROCHDALE B.C. (a) Public conveni- 
ences at Cronkyshaw, Rochdale. b) 
Borough Surveyor, ‘Town Hall. (e) Dec. 
’ 


SEATON U.C. (a) 23 houses, Elizabeth 
Road. b) Anthony Lamb, 2, Prospect 
Place, Ottery St. Mary, Devon. (c) 3gns. 
e) Jan. 11. 

SHEFFIELD C.C. (a) Additional sani- 
tary accommodation at Brightside County 
School and Woodhouse County School. 
b) City Architect, Town Hall, 1. (c) £2 
each contract. (¢) Dec. 18. 

STAINES U.C. (a) 54 dwellings, Con- 
vent Estate, Ashford. (b) Engineer and 
Surveyor, Shortwood House, 240, Lon- 
don Road. (c) 4gns. (e) Jan. 4. 
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Stainless Steel Sink 
Co. Ltd. 


Manufacturers of 


PLAP» 


SINKS 


Head Office : 
Ring Road, Lower Wortley, Leeds, 12. 
London Office 








\# Great Peter Street, S.W.1. a 








» 








a a a a ad ee ed 


THE VEITCHI COMPANY 
LIMITED 


RUBBER FLOORING 


SOUTHEY RD.,;, LONDON, N.I5 
STAMFORD HILL 9428 





HARDWOOD FLOORING 
“EX STOCK" 


Block or Strip Flooring in 4”, @”, 2", 1” and 14" 
thicknesses, in the following species, grades 
suitable for Civic, Domestic and Factory Floors 

Agba, Anyan, Apa, Beech (English, American 
Yugoslavian, Japanese), Birch (Finnish, Japanese) 
Ekki, Emeri, Greenheart, Guarea, Gurjun 
Idigbo, lroko, Jarrah, Kanluang, Keruing, Krabac 
Mahogany, Maple, Meranti, Muhuhu, Oak (English, 
American, Austrian, Japanese, Silky), Omu Opepe, 
Podo, Ramin, Rauli, Sapeil, Sepitir, Serayah 

Teak, Walnut, etc 


WILLIAM THORNTON & SONS, LTD. 


Joinery Dept., 38, WELLINGTON ROAD, 
LIVERPOOL, 8 Tel Lark Lane 1921/4 


Grams : Thornpool, Liverpool 

















LIGHT STEELWORK 


(1925) LTD. 
HYTHE ROAD, 
WILLESDEN, N.W.10 


Telephone: LADBROKE 3674 


STEEL STAIRCASES 
BALUSTRADES AND 
HANDRAILS 








TETTENHALL U.¢ 


4 


Road. Tet ' 


Dec. 1 


TORQUAY I 


( 


rhe I 

D<« 19 " 
WATH R.¢ 
nator 9) 
Vater m 
Council k 
Street, Ripor 


WEDNESFIELD U.¢ 
flats, Lichfield Road Estat 
ind Surveyor Council 
Street jen d) D 


WEST RIDING C.C. 
Western Road, Goole 
a Bishopgarth, 


tec 
Wakefield 


WIRKSWORTH U.C. 
bungalow ind 12 hous¢« 

I] 5, Chapel Street, B 

Jan. 2 

PLACED 
Notes on cor placed stat 
authority in bold type with ( 
(2) site, ( 3) name of contractor 
(4) amount of tender or estimate 
that work m y not. start 
acceptance, or obtaining 
modification of tenders et 


EXETER. l Buildin 
Bank, Ltd ?) High Stree 
Garratt and Son, Embankm« 
Plymouth 4) £250,006 


BRITISH 


ELECTRICITY 
AUTHORITY. 1) Superstructure for 


power station Goldington, Bedford 
3 Mitchell Construction Co Ltd 
Peterborough and Londo: 1) Site and 
foundation works for power 

Marchwood southamptor 

Croad, Ltd., Portland Street, Port 

1) Demolition and site wo 

Hill, Tipton, Staff 3) M. A 
Contractor Ltd Scho 


Wolverhampton 


LEEDS 
* Airey 
ind Seacroft 3) Wn Airey 
Leed Lid., I House, | 
£604,659 l ) Wat 

?) Swancliff Seacroft 
verley and So Contract 


croft, Leed 4) £3 


CITY COUNCIL. 
iwelli I } 


LONDON COUNTY 
14 flats in 1l-storey bl 


COUNC 
Road, S.W 3) Wate 


Lite... 2 

! Road Norbury S.¥ 
{445 153 l 10 flat na 
Finchley d, N.W 3) WX 
ind Son Ltd., North Cir 
N.W.2 4) £439,021 


SHIPLEY U.D.C 1) H 
2) Coach Road 3) Dire 


£237.719 
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6 WIDTHS 


10’ 12’ 15’ 20’ 25’ 30 


+ EAVES HEIGHTS 
7°0" 80" 100 

ANY LENGTH 

| 





Whenever you require a 
timber building of any kind, 
write without delay to 


THORNS 





amy Hospital \te 


“a 
vii , 





—— —_ << 
SONS LTD ( Dept 113) - BRAMPTON ROAD - BEXLEYHEATH - KENT 


105 








J. THORN & 
Telephone: Bexleyheath Established 1896, 
BD 530 














)\CAGTES€ for modern interiors 


and exteriors 


ie, 


ACTUAL SIZE Durable, hard-surfaced “* CASTEX ”’ is hardboard PLUS 
f th WIDE REED Its hard, chestnut fibres are compressed into a really close- 
design textured board which offers an excellent surface for paint, 
enamel, varnish and cellulose finishes, and which is ideal for 

natural clear polishing 


It is cleanly and easily worked with ordinary carpenter's tools; 
can be fixed by normal woodworking methods, and its fine, 
smooth surface will adapt itself to curvatures as easily as it 
will to flat areas. Its fine clean-cut edges, too, meet perfectly 
without need for cover strips or joint mouldings 


“ CASTEX,” of 4” (3.5 mm.) standard thick- 
ness, is available in INTERIOR & EXTERIOR 
grades, and in the following designs 

* NARROW REED * WIDE REED * 
* FLUTED * CHECKED 

Standard size: 9’ 8 4° 0 

Check pattern : 10° 0° ~ 4’ 0° 


CASTES: hdiaay J-EIDSL MAN 


fl 
Ma 28 BISHOPSGATE . LONDON, E.C2 
LONDON WALL 6656 
reeded _ ™. 


hardboard 


“CASTEX” will flameproof up to standard 
required by Local Councils, 





THE ARCHITEC! 


What stands Bis iit 


. like this operator using 


nd Bu 


The man in the shop . . 


a hardtacing electrode ...can only produce 
good work if you give him the latest information 
(and the proper tools) with which to do the job. 
WELDING & METAL FABRICATION, founded in 1933, 
is the journal covering a// aspects of fabricaticn— 
from forming and shaping to final assembly. Its 
information keeps you in touch with the newest 
developments in fabrication, plant, processes and 
techniques. Send your subscription (33s. 6d.) to 
Dorset House, Stamford Street, London, S.E.1, 


or write for a specimen copy. 


Keep up-to-the-minute with 





Welding and 
Metal Fabrication 








Potteries 


Motor 


in and out of thetr new 


vith 


ind 
desig 
ition, slic 


Waly 


experience 
problem con 
which knows a 





MRI 


AW 


B DOORS, WINDOWS, PARTITIONS & FOLDING SCREENS 


* PRINCIPLE 


aren. & 


% 
a 


= = Sea le . a. : a 
Esavian Limited, Esavian Works, Stevenage, Herts. Tel: Stevenage 500. 101 Wellington St., Glasgow, C.2. 


plete 
{ dy 


ead t 


| 


Tel: CEN 2369 





THI 


9PDIDID72D71DIOiHO1SIHS1 DiS‘ O'1S1O'1S'1 OHS 


9 
0 
4 
9 
p 
0 
4 
4 
4 
4 
p 
g 
4 
9 
4 
9 
4 
9 
9 
2 
2 


¢ 


ELECTRICITY 


ARCHITECT and Building News, 


The COST 
or 


Britain has more electrical generating 


plant than it has ever had _ before; 


there is more electricity for everyone 


Britain's demand for electricity ts 


also greater than it has ever been be- 


fore: the factories, the farms the 


homes and the offices are using more 


electricity——and asking for still more 


To meet these needs, British 


I lectricity has achieved new records of 


construction each year. But the plant 


is giving full output only for short 


periods once or twice a day. Con 


tinuous full operation would reduce 


the cost of electricity producti 


[he most effective way to obtain 


more economical electricity generation 
is to expand the use of electricity for all 
in the 


purposes—in the home as well as 


factories, in office buildings and on the 


farms, and for street lighting 


2 ELECTRICITY 


4 4 
CTrRriCc® 


10 December 1953 
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Some prefer this 
method 





but the modern method of jointing 


timber is to use . 
eo’. n s | @ (Patent No. 
KE ¢ ap 593945) 


DOUBLE BEVELLED SPLIT-RING 
AND 


‘BULLDOG 


(Registered Design No. 838743) 
CIRCULAR TOOTHED-PLATE 
TIMBER CONNECTORS 


The inclusion of these connectors in timber 
structures strengthens the joints by spreading 
the load over a large area of the timber 
members, increasing the load capacity, per 
mitting reductions in timber dimensions and 
the amount of hardware, at the same time 
giving extra strength and stability to the 
structure. 


oo 2 finished 


“TECO * double bevelled split-rings and 
“RB U L L ak tL G * circular toothed-plate 
TIMBER CONNECTORS make 


posstble the designing of timber structures on an engineering 
basis for greater spans and loads than ever before. 


EASY TO INSTAL ®}]LESS TIMBER AND 
HARDWARE REQUIRED ®@ 
SIMPLIFIES FABRICATION 





“BULLDOG” - 
Circular . 
Toothed- Plate 
TIMBER COMMECTORS 
Double-sided and 
Single -sided 


“TECO™ paseo 


SPLIT-RING TIMBER 


Apply for full 


particulars to: 
MACANDREWS & 


; © 2 CAXTON STREET, 
FORBES LTD. LONDON, S.W.1. Tel.: ABBey 4451/3 
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| 
map and 
plan mounting 


THE FIRST-CLASS JOB speaks for itself! 
-++-something to remind you perhaps of clean 
sheets newly aired! Smooth your hand across its 
surface. There is strength and durability, fine finish, 
fitness for its special purpose .... 

The greatest care is necessary. No two lots of 
paper are exactly alike. Papers, cottons and mounting 
boards vary in tensile strength and shrinkage 
factor. A particular glue will suit one job— only a 
certain paste can be trusted for another. Generations 
of craftsmen have handed on knack and know- 
ledge of this kind at WEST; we are constantly 
experimenting, testing, making sure! 

Perfected processes include joining and mount- 
ing maps and plans of all sizes on 
to paper, cotton and board; 
providing and fixing roller WESTY SAYS: We specialise 
and ledge fittings; fixing to in mounting up competition 

work — faultless presenta- 
spring rollers; mounting tien te 20 important. 
flat or cut to fold as for road Pers 
maps; providing and fixing 
large wooden strainers as for 
theatre and exhibition displays; expert 
repair of torn and dilapidated 
documents; binding reports and 
estimates into book form; edge-binding 
with ‘Byndite’ or silk; and varnishing... . 
and we welcome new problems! 


In the field of map and plan mounting 
BAW a understand your problems 


A. WEST & PARTNERS LTD - 4 ABBEY ORCHARD STREET - LONDON - $.W.1 
TELEPHONE: ABBey 3323 





THE ARCHITECT and Building News, 10 December 1953 





Tyrolean finish... 


»* 

e LIGHT WEIGHT 
® RAPID COVERAGE 
®SIMPLE TO USE 
ee EASY TO CLEAN 
£9 18 0 (Delivered free) 


TYROL SALES LTD. 


ST. BENET CHAMBERS, Ila FENZHURCH ST., LONDON, E.C.3 


Telephone: MANs t 














Htaei-binde Dampers are pli anned 


recommended for all grilles used 
for air-supply where 


* 
Volume Control is essential al al 
Single-flap Dampers can be 
ffusion 
B 


supplied, and grilles with 
Multi-blade Shutters are also ei 

made for Remote Control 

Over 400 sizes available giving 


maximum free areas of 80%. 


SAAQAAABS Mie 





(GRILLES 


WITH OR 
WITHOUT 
MULTI-BLADE 
DAMPERS 


MINIMUM RESISTANCE & TURBULENCE 
UNIFORM AIR DISTRIBUTION 
AIR DIRECTION & VOLUME CONTROLLED 
CONCEALS DUCT OPENINGS 

ATTRACTIVE APPEARANCE - 





WRITE FOR DESCRIPTIVE LEAFLET 


CAMACK BROWNE LIMITED 


40 PARK LANE LONDON WI TEL MAYFAIR 4374/5 


Roester 2987 
—_ __ 
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pure 8 
DAMPCO 


LATING reLts 























not aS 














and 
sHee eects 


TING 
PACKING 








For over 50 years Blackwells have been making 
Felts, Roofings and Dampcourses of outstanding 
quality and value. To-day these products provide 
Architects, Builders and Handymen with an 
unsurpassed range. 


The same high standard of workmanship and 
materials goes into the roofing work which 
Blackwells carry out under contract. May we 
quote you for your requirements? 


TTL 


Write for - 


BLACKWELLS & NATIONAL ROOFINGS LTD 


winner 


ALTRINCHAM - CHES. / ERITH +-KENT 


TEL ALTRINCHAM 2641 Tel ERITH 2641 





MECHANICAL AIDS TO PRODUCTIVITY 
Less effort for handling 
... more for construction 


This picture provides just one example of how mechanization 
in the building industry steps up productivity, eliminates 
the costly human factor of fatigue . . . can save you time and 
money on non-productive effort. 

For news and information on the latest labour-aiding equipment 
read MECHANICAL HANDLING, the only British journal devoted 
entirely to the subject. From each monthly issue the executive 
derives an invaluable fund of ideas, suggestions and technical 
data that lead to greater output plus lower costs. MECHANICAL 
HANDLING will keep you and your executives fully informed . . . 
your Organisation in the forefront. Complete the coupon below 
and post to-day to make certain of the current issue. 


DORSET HOUSE - STAMFORD STREET - LONDON ~ S.E.1 


Please enter my name as a subscriber for the next 12 issues. I enclose 
remittance value £1 15s. (U.S.A. $5.50. Canada $5.00). 
This picture, from a recent issue of MECHANICAL HANDLING a rad angen should be made by money order or bank draft 
shows how a modern portable elevator largely eliminates the in sterling on London out of a registered account. 
need for hod carrying in the building industry. It saves many 


Name 
man-hours per house and is easily transferred from site to site 


ee ee ee ee ee ee 
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REDUCING FUEL 
G SCREEDS - FLO 
LOOSE FILLS 
AND CEILING PL 
MIGHT INSULATION 
WITH A MISSION IN EVERY 


M LTD. 167 VICTORI 
VIC 1414/5/6 
































Keep Winter out of your home! 


You can make every room proof against all 
draughts greatly improving comfort and health 
and cutting your fuel bills . _. by fitting 


THE ONLY 


EASY TO FIT 


DRAUGHT EXCLUDER STRIP 


% This Spring Bronze strip is to British Standard 407/2 
and provides a complete seal against draughts immediately 
upon being nailed into position. NO SPECIAL TOOL®IS 
REQUIRED. The strip, approx. |”x .007”, is supplied with 
sufficient nails in strong cartons attractively labelled with 
simple instructions. 


20 ft. COILS COMPLETE 9/IId. Retail 
100 fe. COILS COMPLETE 49/6d. Retail 


Enquiries to the Manufacturers for th ceptional trac 


H. ROLLET & Co. Ltd. 


6, CHESHAM PLACE, LONDON, S.W.1I 





Telephone: SLO 
and at BIRMINGHAM, LIVERPOOI MANCHESTER & LEEDS 




















N al PADDINGTON IRONWOR 


| HA ~ 41 NORTH WHARF RD., PADDINGTON, LONDON, W.2 |. 


Telephone: PAD 8486 Telegrams: LINDSAY’S PADDINGTON 8486 
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Points of view 


on points of connection 


The Architect 


He feels that his plans must be perfect in every 


detail, and the compression fittings of his choice 





are Kontite. He knows that every Kontite fitting 
is a quality job that cannot be beaten for easy 
installation and reliability and he keeps the Kontite 
catalogue for easy reference to the wide range 


availabl May we send you a copy ? 


FITTING IN SERVICE — SERVICE IN FITTING 


KAY & COMPANY (ENGINEERS) LTD., BOLTON BRASS WORKS, BOLTON 


BOLTON 197. ‘grams: ‘Kontite’’ Bolton. 
LONDON OFFICE 36 Victoria St., S.W.1. Tel : ABBEY 2144. "grams : Kontite, Sowest, London 





_ 





Practical features in ‘Motor Transport’: 4 

Is Informative Articles 

your transport Motor TRANSPORT’S informative articles keep you 
— 


up-to-date with every aspect of road transport 
on the operation. Produced by experts, they present the 

. of facts simply and accurately, and these articles are 
right road * frequently the first of their kind to appear anywhere. 
Special issues cover C-licence operation, costing 


and commercial vehicle Shows—both here and on 


- keep ns with 


the Continent. A Buyers’ Guide number has been 
published annually since 1905. You won’t regret 
MiOTo the time spent in keeping ahead by reading Moror 
TRANSPORT. Order it from your newsagent. 

TSP O Mm}? 7 Every Friday, 4d 


Ad. MOTOR TRANSPORT 
Every Friday Dorset House, Stamford Street, London, 8.E.1 
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OFFICIAL 


APPOINTMENTS 


Rate 1% per line, minimum 3 


THE 


ARCHITECT and Building Ne 


10 December 1953 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


e CONTRACTS : rEN 


IDERS 


Close for press Ist post Monday for following Thursday Issue 








PRESS NOTICE 


For the issue of “ The Architect and Building News "’ 
dated 24 December, classified advertisements must 
reach us by IST POST, FRIDAY, 18 DECEMBER. 


APPOINTMENTS 


The engagement of persons these ad 
vertisements must be made through the local office 
of the Ministry of Labour and National Service, etc 
if the applicant is a man aged 18-64 or a woman 

14-59 incluswe, unless he or she or the em- 
is excepted from the provisions of The 
Notification of Vacancies Order 1952 











answering 





WARRINGTON RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL 
ARCHITECTURAL ASSISTANT 


PPLICATIONS are invited for the position of 
ARCHITECTURAL ASSISTANT in the 
department of the Engineer and Surveyor at a salary 
within Grades III to IV of the National Joint 
Council Scales according to qualifications and 
experience. 
Applicants should have experience in the design 
and detailing of houses, shops and other small 
am buildings 





djation is required by the 
successful cpplicant, this will be given consideration 
by the Council. 

The appointment will be subject to the Local 
Government Superannuation Act, 1937, to the pro 
visions of the National Scheme of Conditions of 
Service and to the successful applicant passing a 
medicai examination satisfactorily. 

Applications, suitably endorsed and enclosing 
one recent testimonial and the names and addresses 
of two referees should be received by Mr. S. C 
Oxley, A.M.LC.E., Engineer and Surveyor to the 
Council, on or before 17th December, 1953 

H. A. MORTIMORE, 
Clerk to the Council 
Council Offices, 

Museum Street, 
WARRINGTON 
November, 1953 


25th [7480 





LANCASHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL. 
COUNTY ARCHITECT'S DEPARTMENT 


PPLICATIONS are 
permanent 
ASSISTANT 
(£670-£735) 
Application forms, to be returned by 21st 
December, obtainable from the County Architect, 
County Hall, Preston [7491 


invited for the 
appointment 
ARCHITECT A.P.T. 


following 


Grade VI 





BOROUGH OF OLDBURY. 


BOROUGH ENGINEER AND 
DEPARTMENT 


AMENDED ADVERTISEMENT 


APPLICATIONS are invited for the following 
appointments in the ew Section of the 
Borough Surveyor'’s Departmen 
(a) SENIOR QUANTITY SURVE YOR, Grade 
A.P.T. VIET (£710/25/785); 
(b) ASSISTANT QUANTITY SURVEYOR. 
Grade A.P.T.V. (£595/15/15/20/645) 

Salary will be paid within the above grades in 
accordancé with the experience and qualifications of 
the successful candidates. 

The Corporation's building programme comprises 
mixed development of houses, maisonettes and flats, 
shopping centres, the development of a central 
clearance area and general building works. 

2 tes for appointment (a) should be quali 
fied quantity surveyors with a thorough Rend wo 
of local government building contract procedure, 
the preparation of bills of quantities and settle 
ment of accounts. 

For appointment (b) applicants should prefer- 
ably be qualified quantity surveyors with practical 
experience in the preparation of bills of quantities. 

‘he appointment will be superannuable, subject 
to the National Conditions of Service and to the 
selected candidate passing a medical examination. 

Applications, giving particulars of age, qualifica- 
tions and experience, with the names of two 
referees should be delivered to the undersigned, 
not later than Thursday, 31st December, 1953. 

Housing accommodation will be available to 
married applicants if this is required. 

KENNETH PEARCE, 
Town Clerk 


SURVEYOR'S 


Municipal pgtings, 
OLDBU 
10th ee al 


1953 [7493 


APPOINTMENTS—contd. 


NORTHERN POLYTECHNIC 
HOLLOWAY, 





LONDON, N 


[HE Governing Body invite eet 
tions for appointment as FULL-TIME 
TURER in the School of Jol rans Candidates 
must be Associates of the Royal Institute of 
British Architects by examination and have had 
professional experience after qualifying The 
teacher appointed will be required to undertake 
duties as a Studio Master in the Intermediate 
Course and to lecture on technical subjects 
ciated with Architecture in which he has particular 
interest and experience. Salary scale —£940 
£25 ~*~ £1,040 plus London Allowance 
Form of application, together with full 
lars, will be forwarded on receipt of a 
addressed foolscap envelope 
zg 


applica 
LE 


asso 


particu 
{ 


stamped 


H. CURRELI 





YORKSHIRE ELECTRICITY BOARD 


AREA BOARD HEADQUARTERS 


ARCHITECTURAL 


"THE duties include the preparation of working 
drawings and details of substations, et 
Applicants should have a sound knowledge of In 
dustrial and Commercial Building Construction 
Salary—N.J.B. Schedule D Grade 6 £433/567 
per annum 
Applications, giving full details of age, qualifi 
cations and experience, together with the names of 
two referees, should be forwarded to the Secretary 
Yorkshire Electricity Board, Wetherby Road, Scar 
croft, Leeds, not later than 23rd December, 1953 
SOU 


DRAUGHTSMAN 





SHAFTESBURY RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL 


APPOINTMENT OF BUILDING 
QUANTITY SURVEYOR 


AND 


APPLICATIONS are invited for the whole- 
time appointment of BUILDING § an 
QUANTT : Y SURVEYOR at Grade II (now £495 
rising to £540) under the National Scales, plu 
Travelling at the National Scale for 8 h.p. car 

Candidates to have considerable practical experi 
ence in building construction, taking off quantitie 
and settlement of Final Accounts for housing 
schemes and will be required to deal with applica 
tions for development under Building Bye-laws and 
the Town and Country Planning Act, 1947. The 
Officer appointed will act under the direction of 
the Council's Architectural Surveyor 

A detached house and garage will be available 

The appointment will be subject to one month's 
notice on either side and subject to the general 
terms of the National Joint Council's Scheme of 
Conditions of Service 

Applications (on forms to be obtained from the 
undersigned) to be received by Monday 21st 
December, 1953 STACE MASEY 

Clerk to the Council 

Council Offices, 

Bimport, 

Shaftesbury, Dorset 


30th November, 1953 





BOROUGH OF GILLINGHAM. 


oe T OF SENIOR 
HITECT, GRADE A.P.I 
£670 PER ANNUM 


ASSISTAN'I 
wa 


BOROUGH ENGINEER'S DEPARTMENT 


PPLICANTS should be 
for preference have 
design and construction. 

The Council are prepared to allocate housing 
accommodation if required by the = successful 
applicant. 

Forms of application may be obtained from the 
Borough Engineer, J. Urwin, A.M.1.C.E 
M.I.Mun.E., Municipal Buildings, Gillingham 
Kent. Applications, appropriately endorsed, must 
be received by the undersigned, accompanied by 
copies of not more than three recent testimonials 
by not later than first post on Monday, 4th January 
954, 


suitably qualified and 
experience of school 


Canvassing, directly or indirectly, will dis 
qualify 
FRANK HILL 
Town Clerk 
Municipal Buildings, 
Gillingham, Kent 
ird December, 1953 


APPOINTMENTS—contd. 





COUNTY BOROUGH OF EAST HAM 
JUNIOR ARCHITE rURAI 
Grade A Salary £465-4 
ARCHITECTURA ASSISTAN I (Grade 
VI Salary £6 £ 
London Weighting paid 
minima may be 
and experience A 
paid to the person appou 
accommodation 


ASSISTANT 
1 SENIOR 
Ar. 


in idi ] Salaries 
in excess } 
jualiniication 
may be 
to obtain suitable housing 
jetails and application fort urnable by 28th 
December, 1953) from own ler Town Hall 
East Ham 6 [7506 


ited if unable 
Further 


ance 


CONTRACTS 





BOROUGH OF GILLINGHAM 


BOROUGH ENGINEER’S DEPARTMENT 


rWYDALL/BEECHINGS ESTATI 


4 TRADITIONAL UNIT-TYPE DWELLINGS 


PROPOSED STARTING DATI 
FEBRUARY, 1954 


T! NDERS ar! i for the ERECTION OI 
124 BRICK-Bt ILT TRADITION Al 
DWELLINGS of simplified design in 
rraces on the Twydall/Beechings Estate 
ham 
Persons desirous of tendering may btain copies 
the Bills of Quantities, Specificati id Form 
Tender and may inspect the dr ! 
litions of Contract the Bor 
Department during 1 office t 
he 21st December 3 
Applications should be accompani 
r five guineas (4 made pay 
ngham Corporatior “Thi s sum 
n the receipt of a bona fide tender 
juently withdrawn and on the 
focuments 
The above-mentioned 
able on the 21st December, 195 
Tenders, in plain sealed enve 
Tender for 124 Dwellings Tw 
state must be delivered to the 
later than the first post on the 


issued 


jocuments 


The Council do not bind then 


FRANK HILI 


wi 


MISCELLANEOUS SECTION 





RATE : 1/6d. per line, minimum 3 
line 6 words. Each paragraph 
separately. 

BOX NOS. add 2 words plus | 
tion and forwarding replies 
be addressed co, * The 
Building News,’’ Dorset House, 
Street, London, S.E.! 

PRESS DAY Monday. Remittances payable 
to lliffe & Sons Ltd., Dorset House, Stamford 
Street, London, S.E.| 

No ee accepted for errors 


, average 
charged 


- for registra- 
which should 
Architect & 
Stamford 


ARC HITEC CT URAL APPOINT- 
Saisounighriedl VACANT 


pted from t pr 
Vacancies Order 1952 





[HE GRENFELL BAINES GROUP: Architec 
tural Assistants required in Preston and Rugby 
Offices; at least four years’ office experience; reply 
stating particulars of experience, and salary re 
quired For Preston to Grenfell Baines & Har 
greaves, 12, Guildhall St., Preston; for Rugby to 
Douglas J. Oliver, 10, St. Matthew St., Rugby 
748 
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ARCHITECTURAL APPOINT- 


SERVICES OFFERED 


WANTED 








MENTS VACANT—contd. 


AF HITECTURAL draughtsman required ca field Ave. S.W 





Pn I IMIN ARY scale models promptly executed [JRGENTLY required, road rollers, 2 to 12 tons; 


Nicolson, _ 43, machines requiring repair not objected to; im- 
{7505 mediate cash settlements..Call, write or "phone: 





able of carrying out working drawing 
Specifications; appjicants should apply in w 
giving details of experience, age, etc to Personne 
Department, Albert E. Reed & Co.. Ltd., Aylesf 


Southwell Motor Co., 21, King St., Southwell, 





Notts Tel. 3125 17508 


FOR SALE i 7308 








Paper Mills, Larkfield, Nr. Maidstone, Kent LL Mouldings, Plain and Embossed, and Em- 
L/496 ‘& bossed ornaments 
SSS : Dareve's Moulding Mills, 


SITUATIONS ‘VAC ANT arene 


IRINTING machine 

rtical print copying 
phant size, in good working order 
St., Derby {7501 R® SONDITIONED ex-Army huts and manu 
\ OUSTICAL and thermal engineers—a com factured buildings, timber, asbestos, Nissen 


& « Lad., i7, & 


plete outfit of 


m the 
cies Order . 
mprising Gencral 





interest himself in prefabricated building meter pamphonic 


design and construction and preferably already \ lumn loadspeaker units, 


ing some experience in that class of work Bart | J. H. Bean & Co., 
& Smith, 50, Knightsbridge Court, S.W.1 Sloat Leeds, 1 
0351 49 


Company sound level call or tel 
_ sound analyser and vibra- 
D® AUGHTSMAN required having a desir: uon meter, Dawe instruments moisture in timber 


neter, vibration analyser, 


NISSEN HUTS ETC. 





erous 


Lid. 60, Pownall Rd., NISSEN Type Huts, 16ft to 91ft wide, new or 


[0086 s/h; cheapest and best in the country.—Details 


-» Arc-Admel Corone from Wescol Construction Co., Queensbury, Brad 
machine, Double Ele ford. Tel. Queensbury 2318. Please state a 


James W. Ellis size required. 448 


and equipment type, hall type, etc., all sizes and prices.._Write, 

Lh - Al Universal Supplies (Belvedere), 
Ltd., Dept. 32, Crabtree Manorway, Belvedere, 
Kent Tel Erith 2948 [0120 


amplifier and ——— 





‘ eag miners’ lamps, etc ~ AC C OMMODATION 


2, Upper Mull Hill 
(7475 





— ous A RCHITECT offers accommodation building 





RAUGHTSMEN for industrial heating and = = . 4 Ny 
I ag age Ry INSURANCE 


ventilation plants able 


4 main street, Surrey town (25 miles London), to 
professional man or organisation Tel. Reigate 





scheme and detail drawings without oepepesen — 
Salaries commensurate with cee 4 
class applicants considered ‘ 


Partition division of well-known compan 
quires young man with connection art 
architects, engineers, for territory North and M 
lands. Experience in steel partitioning preferred t 


Vv om SICKNESS Insurance 
rite isco Dge Please rite for P 3 

Co., Ltd., Stafford Rd., Croydon {7478 I Ss AXBY. thee agg Fess to 
| EPRESENTATIVI Rapidly expanding ste« a, Carfax, Horsham, 


Insurance Broker 
Sussex. Tel. 990 


2944 (749 


“MISC E L L ANE OUS. 


[0134 ”EENEST prices for industrial and protective 
—————— clothing; gloves, footwear, etc.; also suppliers 











of cleaning rags and dusters; your enquiries wel 


BU SINESS” & ‘PROPERTY comed Surplus Textiles, 32a, Booth St., Man 


[7477 


chester 





not essential Apply with full details in « ‘ 
Box 22¢ ; ‘Ul TON Surrey 
TH! anh og OXYGEN C« Ltd have . ce centre of 
vac 


ancy f femal C at their Hea 4 nral heating 


Office, in the of London; apy 
should have at le: years’ practical experier 


To let, excellent light modern NARROW trench buckets to suit all makes of 
i 


10,000ft super on excavators in any specified cutting widths, and 


movable partitioning lightweight heavy duty dragline buckets for j to 


& Co., Sutton cu. yd. capacity; sale or hire, quick delivery 


‘ 


[7495 Manufacturers, Nortons Plant Hire, Ramsden, Bil 





Please reply giving full details of age qualific 


lericay, Essex. Tel Ramsden Heath 365 {0137 





tions and experience to Dept. 0882, British Ox 
Co., Ltd., Bridgewater ee Cleveland Row, St 
James's, London, S.W [749¢ 


, - Calculations, Materials, Construction, Structures, 
$I T U AT IONS” ‘WAN T E D Hygiene, Specifications, Professional. Practice, 


etc. Also in general educational subjects 





RCHITECTURAL assistant, 31, school trais 
qualifying shortly seeks position in Lond Prir 
office, four years’ general experience with W Y 
End, firm including site supervision, negot 


and final accounts....Box 224 a Phone: KEN. 4477 





COURSES for all R.1.B.A. EXAMS 


a Postal tuition in History, Testimonies, Design, 


~ DE MOLITION 


DEMOLITION AND CLEARANCE 
*WATCH IT COME DOWN” 





By SYD BISHOP & SONS, 
ELLIS SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE 282, BARING RD., LEE, S.B.12. TEL. LEE 
vcipal: A. B. Waters, M.B.E, G.M., F.R.LB.A GREEN 7755 
a. www '™ Cm ee OLD MANSIONS BOUGHT FOR SALVAGE 
(0124 














,— 
FOR 


SIGNS @ LETTERS 
Consult 


H. ASTLEY @ Co. Ltd. 


EGRET MILL, ASTON-U-LYNE 


Tel. : 2050 Est. 1918 


We are actual manufacturers with a first class 
erection service 


SPECIALISTS IN NEON INSTALLATIONS 


























UNBREAKABLE PLASTER VENTILATORS, 


LOUVRES AND GRILLES 


Full particulars and sample 


on request from 


COZENS 
VENTILATORS 


LTD. 


2 KINGSWOOD ROAD, 
PENGE, 8.E.20. 


Telephone : Sydenham 8575 


Now complete in two volumes 


Decoration 
and 


Furniture 


By Bruce Allsopp 
B.Arch, (Liverpool), A.R.I.B.A., A.M.T.P.I 
Lecturer in Architecture in the University of Durham 

This scholarly, readable work traces the evolution of the 
English tradition in design in decoration and furniture from 
Saxon times to the present day. Vol. I, ‘‘ The English 
Tradition,” shows how interior design developed, and 
contains over 130 photographic illustrations of interior 
decoration and furniture of each important period. Vol. II, 
‘Principles of Modern Design,” discusses the problems 
and possibilities of evolving new styles of design. Vol I 
75/- net Vol. II 70/- net. 


. Bruce Allsopp knows just what he wishes 
to say and says it in short, clear, scholarly, 
easily readable sentences. . . . ’°—APOLLO. 


Sir Isaac Pitman & Sons Ltd. 


Parker Street °©® Kingsway © London, W.C.2 
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POST-WAR REBUILDING ... 





Head Office : 
BATH 
Tel. : 3248-9 


PORTLAND 


val.2. FS > 


PORTLAND STONE 
MONKS PARK STONE 


THE BATH AND PORTLAND STONE FIRMS LTD. 


LONDON OFFICE: 
Grosvenor Gardens House S.W.| J 
ViCtoria 9182-3. 





EX 
ALTRINDA 
DAMPCOURSE 


Supplied From Stock 


ENGERT & ROLFE LTD 


LONDON E14 EASt 1441 


RINGMER BUILDING 
WORKS, LTD. 


BUILDERS & CONTRACTORS 





inery Specialists 


RINGMER : LEWES : SUSSEX 
Telepho 











lephone : Lewes 30 








Telephone; 
ENField 4877/8 


Telegrams: 
Quality, Enfield 


SHUTTER CONTRACTORS 


LTD. 
LINCOLN WORKS 


ENFIELD 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


Quality 
ROLLING SHUTTERS 


IN STEEL, WOOD & 
ALUMINIUM ALLOY 


FOR ALL TYPES OF BUILDINGS 


APPROVED MANUFACTURERS TO 
F.O.C. AND L.C.C. REQUIREMENTS 


CONTRACTORS TO 
H.M. GOVERNMENT—ALL DEPARTMENTS 
PUBLIC UTILITY COMPANIES, COUNCILS 
PRINCIPAL RAILWAYS, INSTITUTIONS 
Etc. 














CURFEW 


FIREPROOF DOORS 
CLOSE AUTOMATICALLY 


WHEN A FIRE STARTS 


Every door is guaranteed to meet 


the Fire Insurance Regulations 


CURFEW DOORS AND SHUTTERS 


LIMITED 


ANCOATS MANCHESTER 4 - ENGLAND 
Telephone: COLlyhurst 20/8 


TUDOR WORKS - PARK ROYAL - N.W.10 
Telephone : Elgar 6954 


of COLLAPSIBLE 
DOORS & GRILLES. 


Also manufacturers 
GATES, ROLLING 





INDEX TO ADVERTISERS 


Official Notices, Tenders, Auction, Legal and Miscellaneous Appointments on pages 32 
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GF Fittings are made from 
British White-Heart Iron, 
specially heat-treated to 
ensure complete malle- 
ability. “Any GF Fitting 
can be hammered _ flat 
without it breaking .. . 
this is one of the many 
tests applied to samples 
taken at random from 
each batch received from 
the annealing shop. 
The high degree of malle- 
ability achieved in these 
fittings ensures their 
automatic adjustment 
when assembled, for the 
perfect GF thread ‘‘gives”’ 
to the taper male thread, 
the bedding thus made 
assuring constant tight- 
ness. 
Such a degree of tightness 
is attained by this method 
of fitting that when tested 
by the National Physical 
Laboratory at Teddington, 
GF Fittings proved capable 
of withstanding a pres- 
sure of 6,103 Ib. This 
is an extreme GF 
Fittings are normally 
tested to 360 Ib. per 
square inch. 


Fittings marked GF 
set the standard by 
which all pipe fit- 
tings are judged. 


DISTRIBUTORS 


City Wall House, 
129 Finsbury Pavement, 
London, E.C.2. 
Warehouses : 
London, Manchester, 
Glasgow, Belfast. 


Made at Britannia Works, Bedford 











w 
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CARDINAI 


— 


GRIFFIN SCHOOL, POPLAR 


This school in’ London's east-end and 
the new building in Fitzroy Square typify 


the modern idiom in architecture 


OF, 


yak 


¢ y c ‘a 
ar ant 
be 


OY aPPointmcnr 
. as 


Wired throughout with 


HENLE 


Electrical Contractors 


TROUGHTON & YOUNG LTD. 
KNIGHTSBRIDGE, S.W.3. 


INDIAN STUDENTS HOSTEI 
ire, W.1 
Ralph Tubbs, O.B.E., F.R.1.B.A 





